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LETTER 
Mr. Hoadley, 


K Doty —— 2 28 


Occaſioned by his 


Doctrin of Reſiſtance, 


AN D/ // 


DISPUTE 


WITH THE 


Biſhop of EXETER. 


ved a Commiſſion to propagate true Faith 
and fincere Piety, raiſe your Indignation a- 
gainſt him? And doth nor your Reſpect for 


a double Portion of Abhorrence upon him for 
his deteſtable Endeavours to propagate Infi- 
delity? Mr. HOADLY's ANSFER to Dr. 


ALTCTDUry, Page 117. 


WE for Mirs. Oliver, 1711. 


Doth not this very thing, his having recei- | 


his Commiſſion and Office force you to beſtow | 
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TO THE 


| a 


$ Chriſtian Reader, 
J HE following LETT FR 
; was wrote laſt Winter, 
2 while the Doctrin of Refiftance 
7 rid triumphant, and tha t of O- 
beying for the Sake of God and 
his Chriſt lay bleeding at her 
Peet, well nigh ſentenc'd and 
condemn'd by Authority and 
& Power to be made her Sacri- 
| fice; at which Time being at 
2 Leiſure, I thought myſelf con- 
2 cern'd to try what I could ſay 
in Defence of ſo diſtreſs'd a 
Duty: And finding it chiefly | 
oppreſsd by one whole Office 
was rather to have cheriſh'd 
A 2 and 
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and maintain'd it, I was led t6 
ſome Expreſhons which may 


oſſibly ſeem harſh, and which 
aſſure thee, ſince the Patrons 


of RESISTANCE have ſo 


widely miſt their Aim, ſhould 


never for me have ſeen the 


Light, did I not find the Poy- 
ſon of that Tenet ſo generally 


ſpread, and ſo Apidemucally in- 


fectious ſtill, as to need a pre- 
ſent Antidote; for which Rea- 
ſon only, till ſome more effe- 
 Atual REMEDY be prepar'd, 
I have ventur'd to preſent thee 
with this. If it pleaſes God 
that any thing here ſaid ſhould * 


either convince thee of, or con- 
firm thee in thy Duty, to his 


holy Name be the Praiſe. 
Parewel. 
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d Introduction. 
IHE Duty of Subjects, on which 
$ our preſent Welfare and fu- 
u ture Happineſs ſo nearly depend, be- 
e- ing on fo ſolid a Foundation laid, 
and with ſuch Clearneſs of Reaſon- 
ing urg*d, by that Learned as well 


Paul, whom God had fo peculiarly 
- choſen to preach his Word, and pro- 
pagate the Goſpel among the Gen- 
tiles; one would think it impoſſi- 
ble, after ſa many Ages of Chriſtia- 
nity, that there could be a Diſpute 
about the Senſe and Meaning of his 
Words: But to ſee the very Precept 
1 of Obedience, and the Arguments 
-** uſed by St. Paul to enforce it, palpa- 
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bly wreſted from the true and ge- 
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as Inſpired Apoſtle of our Lord, St. 


6 The Tutrodudtion. 


enuin Purport and Deſign of the 
polite, to ſerve univerſally the 
Cauſe of Reſiſtance, as if Almighty 7 
God had enjoin'd every Soul to be 


ſubject ro the Higher Powers on no 


leſs Pain than that of Damnation in 


utter ContradiQion to another Law 
of His not yet reveal'd unto us, 
which nevertheleſs He expects we 
thould principally obey ; to lee, I 


ſay, a New Goliah, not from China 
or Japan, or any uncircumcis'd Part 


of the Earth, but from among our- 
felves, come forth with his Head- 


piece of Braſs and his Spear of Iafi- 


dAity, ro dehe the Truth aud ar- 8 


raign the Wiſdom of God, hath I 
confeſs kindled an Indignation in 
me; and ſeeing the True Believers 


God in fpretime did, ( poſſibly the 
more to manifeſt the Power of God's 
Truth by ſuch a Dwarf in Divinity 
as I am) behold I now offer m 

ſelf in ſingle Combate againlt him; 
and in Order to try the Proof of my 
Arms with which I intend to at- 
tack him, I will as briefly as! I 
ay 


ſtand at Gaze, as the Armies of '2 


ot. 7 


© lay you down a Scheme of his Do- 
Krin, which is this, © Notwith- 
je „ Randing the Command deliver'd 
y by St. Paul, it may be preſum'd 
% „ from the Nature of the thing and 
o „ the Abſurdity of the Contrary, 
that he yet leaves Subjects all the 
Liberty [of Reſiſting] they can 
“ reaſonably deſire; becauſe F753, 


I _ * ordains Governours, is the Good 
4 © and Happineſs of the Publick ; 
rt © and therefore when a Prince acts 
r. „ contrary to that End, he cannot 
J. (he ſaid to act by God's Commiſ- 


4. „ ſion; and therefore it ſhould fol- 
j low, that to reſiſt him in ſuch a 
1 © Caſe, is not to reſiſt the Ordi- 
n N 


« nance of God:“ And that the 
People haye a Right in Caſes of this 
Nature to reſiſt their Rulers, he 
would have it believ'd, * Secoraly, 


“to reſume the Power they had 
5 : | 94, | 540 . b 
* parted with to their Prince for 


might de praceaþly and quietly 
FTF en, 


e „ the ONLY End to which God 


© That the Original of Government 
« is from the People; and thertore 


« no other End than that they 
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* 


governed, whene'er they appre- 
hend a general publick Danger, 


N 


0 
0 
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might be preſum'd they had by 
ſuch an original Contract, 
This, I think, is a fair Repreſen- 


tation of his Doctrin; and the Rea- 


* 


ſons he urgeth it with are ſet forth 


in their full Strength and Force. 
And now were it not highly reaſo- 
nable for a Man who goes about to 


convince the tender Conſciences of 


thoſe who always chuſe rather to 
believe GOD than Maa, that not- 
withſtanding the expreſs Command 
and the Penalty thereto annex*d by 
St. Paul, it is Lawtul and Glorious 
for Subjects to reſiſt; is it not, I 


ſay, highly reaſonable he ſhould ei- 


ther from the ſacred Oracles of God, 


or by invincible Demonſtration 
make evident ro Mankind the 
Truth of the Two Poſitions on 
which he grounds his Aſſertion? 


Till he does, can he fairly expect to 
be believ'd? That the former ought 
with all poſſible Clearneſs of * 

Y on 


is but a Juſt Aſſerting of that 
„Right in themſelves which it 
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ſon to be proved, will ap ear if we 


nl 


1 
7 | Power but of God, ( which muſt e- 
ver be aſſerted, becauſe God Him- 
4 | fel tells us fo ) and likewiſe to aſ- 

ſert that God never commiſſioneth 
3 any Potentate upon Earth to act 
contrary to the temporal Eaſe, and 


9 


Quiet, and Happineſs of his Peo- 
ple, muſt either imply a Contradi- 


= Qiion, or impeach the Power and 
5 Witdom of God, whenever we ſee 
the publick Good and Happineſs 
manifeſtiy violated and invaded by 


the Governour: For does not eve- 


ry ſuch Inſtance evidently deſtroy 
One of the Two Aſſertions, or elſe 
imply that God is not able and wiſe 
enough at all Times to accompliſh 
his on Deligns. 

Por his Second Poſition, were he 
8 able ro make it out, (as think the 
5 4 " Biſhop of Exeter has pretty well de- 
0 

t 

nn 

n 


monſtrated he never can) yet can 
it not give any Power or Right to a 
1 | Chriſtian Feople ro RESIST their 
3 3 Prince 


That to aſſert that then is no 


10 The Introduction. % 
Prince againſt the expreſs Command 
„„ bs. 

Having thus ſeen a Specimen of 
his Doctrin, with the Two main 
Poſitions on which he founds it, 
Would you now think it, that this 
bold Champion of Unbelief has pro- 
duc'd no one Argument for Support 


3 of the former, but only an Abſur⸗ 
7 dity which he ſuppoſeth, but never 
{| once offers to prove, muit tollow ? 
Tt Or that for a Proof of the latter he 
1 ſhould only have Recourſe to the 
ö Mildneſſes of the Earth? And yet ſo 


very fond is he of this rare Noſtram | 
_ of his own, that tho? the Biſhop of © 
Exeter has with as clear Demonitra- 
tion as a Thing of that Nature is 
capable of, ſhewn that the Higheſt 
Soveraign Power upon Earth, al- 
lowing St. Paul to ſay Truth when 
he tells us there is no Power but of 
God, cannot be accountable to any 
upon Earth, he ſtill perſiſts in his 


iS. Mr ee 
—— 


i own Opinion, tho” he has no more 
' to ſay for it than this; * St. Paul 
EOS ( ſays 3 


1 778 AAlWET, P; 31. 


b (fay s he) © does not affirm that the 
- HIGHEST CIVIL MAGIS- 


of © TRATE, conſider'd as the High- 
in “ elit, is the Miniſter of God; but 


the Magiſtrate, whether Supream 
or Subordinate, is the Miniſter of 
„ God,” Which Way of Arguing 
ir- + am, I muſt own, unacquain- 
er ted with; tor to my weak Appre- 
„ henſion, if from the Words of Saint 
he Paul, there is ao Power but of God, it 
he be granted that every Subordinate 
ſo Magiſtrate in this Nation is the 
os | Minister of God, it ſhould follow 
of that Her Majeſty, from whom all 


ra- the reſt immediately derive their 
is Power, mult in a more immediate 


eſt LL Manner be the Miniſter of God; 

al- and to aſſert the contrary, I cannot 
en 3 but think a ver y courle Compliment 
of i to Her Majeity. Beſides, with Sub- 
: % ir to che Reverend Mr. Hoad- 


B 2 who 


1 he Introducdion. II 


that rhe Magiſtrate, conlider'd as 
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who deriving their Power from the 
Higheſt, can ever by the Supream 
Power of any Nation be protected 
and detended againſt che Inſults and 
undue Behaviour of particular Per- 


ſons : So that Subjects on rhat Ac- 


count could hardly be thought to 
ſtand in need of fo very earneſt and 
ſevere a Precept; whereas a Sove- 
raign on the Throne cannot detend 
himielt againſt a general Detection 
of His People without a Foreign 
Force, or the immediate Interpoſi- 


tion of God in his Behalt; which 


muſt be own'd a Miſchief in its uſu- 


al and almoſt neceſſary Conſequen- 


ces, worthy the Care of fo great an 
Apoſtle to prevent. 

But you mult know in Mr. Hoad- 
ley's Wheel of Government, though 
the Power of every Magiſtrate is 


undoubredly of God, yet the Pow- 


er of the Supream Magiſtrate, 44 
Supream, (mark the Diſtinction, 


that you do not miſtake) is only 


from the People; the original Truth 


of which is recorded in the Archives 


of a People in Terra Auſtrali incog ni- 


ta, 
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e, for a Copy of which Mr. Hoad- 
ey has diſpatch'd a Meſſenger, and 


1 if 
when he returns you may ſee it: 
However, in the mean time he aſ- 
ſures us, © Tho? the Supream Ma- 
e giſtrate be in Poſſeſſion of the 
o F< higheit Civil Authority, and that 
d „ by Commiſſion trom God, in or- 
“ der to the remporal - 

d 7< Happineſsof thego- Mr. d. 
a ., veracd Bociety, Jet che Figo 
n „ it doth not tollow FExcter's Anſ- 
I. „ that he is therefore wer, p. 32. 

h „above all Human 

Cenſure and Puniſhment, becauſe 
Cenſure and Puniſihment are not 
always Acts of a ſuperior Relati- 
on, or of Power as it is uſed here 
„ for Authority, but Acts in many 
„ Caſes inſeparable from Selt-de- 
„„ tence and Selt-preſervation ; and 
becauſe the Governors having by 
Divine Commiſſion the higheſt 
„ Authority for the Good of this 
Society, doth not take away from 
this Society the Right to defend 
itsſelf from Ruin, Devaſtation, 
and Miſecy,” By which, and all 


In- 


2 
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indeed that he Fath wrote upon the 
Subject, it is plain he is Eſtabliſhing 
a general Right in Mankind to de- 
fend themſelves againſt and reſiſt 
the Soveraign Power, whene'er 
they think it neceſſary for Publick 


_ Good. 


W hat therefore I hope to ſhew in 
the following LETTER is, That 
the Right thus contended for is 
plainly diſallow'd by the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, and that an entire Submiſ- 
ſion to the Will of God, as particu- 
larly reveal'd to us by Saint Paul in 
this excellent Precept of Obedience, 
is at all times highly reaſonable, and 
the Duty of every Chrittian; and 
that upon ſuch a general Submiſſion 
of the People (with a ſincere Con- 


ſcience I mean towards God, for 


whoſe Sake their Submiſſion is due) 
to never ſo Wicked and Arbitrary a 


Tyrant, the dreadful Conſequences 


which Mr. Hoadley always ſuppoſes 
in that Caſe unavoidable, can never 
be ſuppos'd to follow without the 
higheſt Prophaneſs and Infidelity. 


This you will find, Chriſtian Rea- 7 
. 


> 
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der, is my general Deſign in the 


following LETTER ; from which 
= I would now no longer detain you, 
did there not remain yet one Thing 
more to be obſerv'd to you, v. 
That Mr. Hoadley to caſt as black an 


2 Odium as he could on that Part of 
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> clare themſelves in Conſcience obli- 
= ged rather to follow Saint Paul than 
him, having on all Occaſions ſpent 
the choiceſt of his Oratory in loud 
Rhetorical Appeals to the preſent 
happy Eſtabliſhmeat, as if Her 
= Majeſty's Acceſſion to the Throne 
of Her Anceſtors, and fo gloriouſly 
.- wielding the Scepter of theſe King- 
doms, could in a Chriſtian Nation 
be no other Way defended, than by 
that he has found, (I had almoit 
= ſaid, of denying Chriſt;) or as if all 
2 thoſe who could not fo readily re- 
nounce as they 88 their Faith 


in Chriſt and Obedience towards 


_— 

Sd, to believe and follow after the 
new-fangl'd Light this [pw Fatuus 
= hath ſet up among us, muſt be E- 
= nemies to the Government; I have 
4 ther E- 


16 Tze Invodulim. 


therefore as Occafion offered, for 


before you ſome of his fineſt Strokes 
and moſt inſinuating Exclamations 
ou cher Topick, n might" the BY 
more fairly and fully anſwer him 
according to the Rule of Faith and 


| Obedience preſcrib'd us in the Goſ- 
pel . i 
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Mr. HOA DLE. 


Mr. Hoadley, 


AVING read your Sermon on the 
 x)jjth to the Romans, and oom pa- 
oo it with others on the ſame 

Subject, 1 could not but wonder 
how a Senſe ſo different from the 
genuin Meaning of the Words themſelves, and 
from all the Expoſitions I ever yet could meet 
with or hear of in the World, ſhould now be ftar- 
ted, Surely, ſaid I, the World has been miſ- 
led theſe Seventeen Hundred Years! If fo, 
How am I (ure that I am now in a right Way to 
Salvation? May not the whole Tenour of the 
Goſpel bear another Interpretation to what L 
have hitherto met with; and may not that new 
one, whoever is ſo happy to hit on't, be the 
Right? For can it be ſaid that any one Duty 
in the whole Goſpel is in more expreſs Terms 
laid down, or more pathetically enforced, than 

the Duty of Subjects in 129 celebrated * 
* 


18 r 


of St. Paul? This made me very uneaſie, and 
deſirous if poſſible to furd out the Truth. I con- 
ſulted (ſeveral Pieces of Divinity I had by me, 
and read over many Sermons, in one of which, ! 
preached, by the now Lord Biſhop of Sarum at 
Covent-garden Church Decemb. 6. 1674, upon the 
Subject Matter of your Sermon, where he is 
ſpeaking of the dreadful Perſecutions which the 
Chriſtians ſuffered under the Roman Emperors, 

I find this Pafſage, © Nor was Chriftianity en- 
damaged by all that Fury, on the contrary the 
« Blood of the Martyrs was the Seed of the i# 
„Church, whoſe Field being thus fatned did 
ce ſpring up Thirty, Sixty, and a Hundred fold; 
« ſo that for every new Harveſt of a Perſecu- 7 
et jon there was a plentitul Crop of Chriſtians ; WM 

« and there is no 'Reaſon ( fays he) to think 0 
„ theſe bleſſed Martyrs endured all their Suffe - . 
* rings conftrained by Neceſſity, becauſe they 

© could do no other; for (as he there ſhews WM 
from profane as well as Eccleſiaſtical Writers ) 

« they were ſufficient in Numbers and Strength 
& to have aved their Lives by Reſiſtance, had 
« they thought it Lawful.” How! ſaid 1; if 
this be Right, then Mr. Zoadley's Principle muſt . 
be Wrong; for according to him that Army of 01 
Martyrs who could by Reſiſtance have ſaved th 
their Lives and would not, died like Fools; but to 
according to this excellent Sermon of that Lear- of 
ned Prelate, and the Conſent of the whole 
Church of Chriſt for the firſt Thouſand Vears, 
(by a Paſfive Obedience I muſt not ſay, becauſe ME 
thoſe Words have been exploded, but) by a pa- 
tient ſubmitting to the Will of thoſe who had 
the Rule over them, they perform'd an accep-- © 
table Service to God. Indeed, as bis Lordſhip F. 
afterwards in the ſame Sermon obſerves, about | Jes 
the latter end of the 11th Century Pope Gregory ef 
VII. broached a Dottrin ſomewhat akin to that {W#'?/ 


Mr, undi bay pow ſet up ; but Mr: Hoadley LOW; 


rc 
hope, ML. ; 


* 
oy 
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hope is not contending to ſerve the Cauſe gf Po- 
WE pery, ſince that is what our late glorious Reyo- 
lution hath ſo happily delivered us from, From 
ME whence then is that unlimited Zeal, Mr. Hoad- 
ey, which you ſo egregiouſly ſhew in traducing 
AL earned and Pious Prelate of the Church, for 
WE preaching the Faith once delivered by Chrift 
and his Apoſtles? Have you an immediate Re- 
velation from God to contradi& the Catholic 
Church of Chriſt in ſo fundamental an Article? 
Should you tell me ſo, I would not believe you; 
becauſe the ſame Spirit which diftated this 
Command you are ſo offended at, ſaid likewiſe 
by the Mouth of the ſame Apoſtle, Though we or 
== an Angel from Heaven preach any other Goſpel unto 
== you, than that which we have preached unto you, let 
bim be accurſed, Gal. i. 8. What manner of Spi- 
== rit then is this which thus warmly (peaks in you? 
From whence does it ariſe? Oh, from a Pre- 


* 
1 

25 — 
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4 


= tence of Charity! But ſurely not from a true 
bY: 


Chriſtian Charity. What! to condemn the 


noble Army of Martyrs and Confeſſors, and all 
that ever writ upon the Subject before you, for 
Fools and Madmen? Which ſurely you impli- 
f citly * do. But for what? Oh! you tell us, if 
4 this Precept of St. Paul be interpreted as hither- 
it to it has always been, in the proper genuin Senſe 
-. of the Words, © Then all the Nobility, and 
e Biſhops, and others who ſo bravely interpos'd 
s. do ſecure the Throne for Her Majeſty, and 

4 Her Majeſty for the Throne, muſt be guilty 
of a damnable Sin; and on the Day ſet apart 
d RR, I 
5 = * Forif a King or Emperour commanding his Sub- 
*X jecks to renounce their Faith in Chriſi, and fall down 
71 be fore an Idol, which is expreſly forbidden by God's 
at eve Law, (as was the Caje of the Primitive Chri- 
I mut not be reſiſted; by what ſort of Reaſo- 
„ing can it well be made gut among Chriſtians, that 
© King in Caſe lejs flagrant may be reſiſted” 


_— — ——— ay "4. IS £- % ; I v 


N 


— 


20 Faith and Obedience. 


© to celebrate the Nation's Happineſs in Her 
ec Majefty's Acceſſion to the Throne, a Sen- 
*© tence of Condemnation onght to be read a- 
c oainft them, and they to be called to Humi- 
ec 1tation and Repentance.” Theſe are your 
own Words, Mr. /:oadley, in your Cavils againſt | 
the Biſhop of Exeter, p. 23. for I would have it | 
remarked, that I make no ſuch Inference. But 
is it really ſo? I am heartily ſorry for it. How- | 
ever. for the preſent we'll ſuppoſe it to be a 
_ Conſequence unavoidable z have you then by | 
this your Dealing with the Biſhop to eſtabliſh Þ 
your new Dottrin, diſcharged your Duty as a 
faithful Guardian over the Souls of Men com- 
mitted to your Care? For conſider, ſhould 
your Aſſertion be really true, that the AR of 
Reſiftance in the Caſe and Perſons we are talk- 
ing of, was both meritorious and their Duty 3 
ſuppoſing this, I ſay, What Harm can the Pre- 
cept of St. Paul do them? Are they not in your | 
Judgment ſafe ? But ſhould God hereafter 
judge them by this Law, and any he found guil- 
ty of Breaking it without the Teſtimony of the 
Spirit for their Juſtification in ſo doing, can 
your NEW Interpretation of the Precept 
ſave their Souls in that Terrible Day? Will 
it not then rather appear to have manifeſtly led 
them into Errour, and leave them without Re- 
medy ? Whereas had they been ſolemnly ex- 
horted to examin themſelves by this Command, 
they might, not finding that Teſtimony in their 
Hearts which: they ſought for, have repented 
and been ſaved. For God's Sake then, Mr. 
Hoadley, and for the Safety of your own Soul and 
thoſe who may chance to be miſguided by you, 
conſider ſerioufly, e're it be too late, what Rea- 
ſon you can have thus to ſet your ſingle Opini- 
on againſt the known Doctrin of the whole Pri- 
mitive and Apoftolick Church; which that I 
may with all the Tenderneſs which the coun 
wi 
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will allow me invite you to do, let us now fairly 


conſider the Point in Debate. 

We of this Nation are Chriſtians, profeſſing 
the Faith of Chriſt; which teacheth us that we 
are all the Children of God, under Trials of O- 
bedience to him here, and gives us hope that if 


we behave ourſelves according to his Will and 


Commandment here, we ſhall be Heirs with 
Chriſt hereafter. Our Obedience then as Chri- 
ſtians is due only to God by Faith in Chrift, not 
to Man by any Contract we have Power to make 
for ourſelves; for the Powers that be are ordained 
of God, and for his Sake only are to be obeyed ; 
which is a Truth atteſted by all ſorts of Chriſti- 
ans whatſoever, there being none that ever I 
heard of who do not confeſſedly own, that when 
a Magiſtrate ( or even one's Natural Father ) 
commands that which by the expreſs Law of 
God is forbidden, the Subject (ox Son) in that 
Caſe is rather to ſubmit to any Puniſhment, e- 
ven Death itſelf, than to execute the Command. 
If then every Man's Obedience is due principal- 
ly with Reſpect to God, and no otherwiſe due 
than is conſiſtent with his known Will, we muſt 
ha ve Recourſe to the Word of God revealed in 
Holy Writ, and not to any Contract of ours with 

: Man,* 


—— LA. 


* J would not here be thought to mean that a Sove- 
raign on the Throne may not at the Requeſt of his Peo- 


ple concede to the Enatting ſuch Lams as may ſet 
Bounds to the Prerogative, and limit the Rights of 
Prince and Subject, for the Eaſe and Convenience of 


both, or that ſuch Laws once made are not binding for 
the future 10 himſelf or his Succeſſors, But an original 


Right in the People of making Laws for themſelves 


without the Soveraign's Conſent, whereby be ſball rule 
them, or he ſba!l xot rule at all, is to me unconcervable 
under the Goſpel Dijpenſation ; becauſe this diſowns 
God's Soveraignty in tbe World, which the Supream 
Power of a Nation repreſents. 
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Man, much leſs to the bare Confideration of 
our temporal Welfare for the Meaſures of our 
Obedience. What. then is the Rule God hath 
ag e us in the Point of Obedience to the 
agiftrate ? I anſwer in the Words of St. Paul, 
Let every Soul be ſiebjet to the Higher Powers, for 
there is no Power but of God; the Powers that be are 
ordained of God: Whoſoever therefore reſiſteib the 
Power, refiſteth the Ordinance of God; and they that 
reſt, ſhall receive to themſelves Damnation: For 
Rul&rs are not a Terror to good Works, but to the evil. 
Mit thou then not be afraid of the Power ? Do that 
which is good, and thou ſhalt bave Praiſe of the ſame z 
for he is the Miniſter of God to thee for good. How 
to thee for good? Not if thou reſiſt, for the 
that reſiſt ſhall receive to themſelves Damnati- 
on: Nay, not for thy good even in this World 
if thou reſiſt 1 for as it ſoon after follows, He 
bearetÞ not the Sword in vain. Reſiſting then is 
Evil: How then, will you ſay, is he the Mini- 
fer of God to me for Good? Even for thy Juſ- 
tification before God, for whoſe Sake alone thy 
Obedience is due, and for whoſe Sake it is 
ſo due, that (I may boldly ſay) to believe in 
Chrift, and to inſiſt on a Right of * Self-defence, 
are utterly Inconſiſtent. Let any Rational 
Heathen 


* Againft the Supream Magiſtrate I mean, who 
muſt always be ſuppoſed the Miniſter of God: But 
againſi a Thief or Robber, or blood-thirſty Man, who 
vrolently aſſaults me to take away my Goods or my 
Life, *tis quite otberwije; for in ſuch a Caſe I may, 
and ought to defend myſelf ; and if he ſo violently 
preſſeth me that I cannot eſcape without Killing him, 
bis Blood is updn bimſelf, and I am innocent; 4 
the Reaſon bread is plain, becauſe ſuch a Man u a 
Tranſgreſſor of the Lam, and if I had eſcaped 1 had 
been bund by the Laws of God and Man io have pro- 
ſecuted him, that he might have been brought to con- 
dign Puniſhment: Sb that whenever ſuch a Man 
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Heathen be once convinced of the Being of a 
GOD, and the gracious Revelation He hath 
made of Himſelf to Mankind, and then let him 
be asked, What think you of the Nature of Go- 
vernment and the Duty of Subjects? We have 


a Notion lately ftarted, That We Man hath 
a 


a natural Right of Self-defence, in Caſe he be in 
Danger of Life or Eftate, or both, from the 
Magiftratez a Natural Kigh:? Would he nat 


ſay, From whence ſhould he have it? For if 


cc it be true that God governs the World, and is 
ce the Father of us all, (which 1 am now taught 
« to believe) the Magiſtrate may as well pre- 

«© tend 


doth in ſuch a manner attempt 10 take away my Life, 
that I have no means to ſecure myſelf but by Killing 


him, and I do thereupon kill him, I do no more thaw 


the Law would hape done bad 1 ſuffered him 10 tal 
my Life: But I have alſo ibis fariber Reaſon rather 
20 kill him, becauſe, ] hereby ſave the Life of an in- 
nocent Perſon, and a Subject of Her Majeſty, I in- 
ſert thu here, Mr. Hoadley, becawe inthe Defence 
of your Sermon you ſeem to make the general Conſens 
of Mankind to the Lawfulneſs of Self-defence in this 
Caſe, an Argument for your Principle 1 a Rig bt of 
Self- defence againi} the Supream Magiſtrate : Bus 


he that runs, I think, may read a very wide Difference 


between tbe Two Caſes; the one is Aiding and Afſiſi- 
ing the Magiſtrate, the othei is Oppoſing him. The 
Caſe of Father and Son depends on the ſame Reaſon in 


* 


an eſtabliſhed Goverument; but if my Father be the 


only Governour I have over me, I much doubt whe- 
ther the Law of Self-defence would make me Guzlt- 
leſs ſhould 1 on any Account whatever take away hie 
Life. For Inſtance, I would humbly as 
Son of a Recooniz'd Reigning King of England Lill 
Þzs Father on any Preteuce whatever, would the Laws 


of thu Land acqpit bim of tbe Treaſon ? If they did, 
I bumbly conceive, by the Rule of th Goſpel, 63 eat 


be nuli bg condemned before God. 


E, Should the 
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8 


« tend to a Natural Right of Governing me as 
« he thinks fit, as I can do to a Natural Right 
« of Defending myſelf againſt him; lince nei- 
« ther he nor I can have any Right but what 
« God gives us: For we are all alike by Na- 
ce ture, the Children of God; and 'tis his own 
& free Will alone which makes one a Magiſtrate 
& and t'other a Subject. So that whenever lam 
“put in Fear by the Magiftrate, I cannot but 
« think it is my Heavenly Father's Will that I 
ſhould be ſo put in Fear; and it muſt be for 


trifle, neither can infinite Goodneſs take De- 
light in the Miſeries and Afflictions, much 
s leſs in the Deſtruction of thoſe who truly own 


“ and obcy Him for their GOD; And IKnowẽ-ẽ-w 
« that He is able at all times to deliver me, 


« whenſoever He ſees it Expedient for me: 
« May it not then be for a Trial of my Faith 
« and Dependance on Him? If fo, I can by 
© no means think of Reſiſting, much leſs of a 


« Natural Right ſo to do: For can I be the Son 


ce of God, and have in my very Nature a Right 
< to reſiſt his Will? If ſuch a Being by infinite 
« Power Itſelf can poſſibly be created, it muft 
« be the Devil and nothirg clſe. But what 
« ſays the Chriftian Law in this Caſe? Have 
cc you no Precept of Obedience in the Goſpel ? 
Yes, there is a Rule delivered by St. Paul, an 


Apoftle of our Saviour, which ſeems to import . 


what you ſay, and it is this; Let every Soul be 


ſubjeF to the Higher Powers, for there is no Power 


but of God; the Powers that be are ordained of God: 
IWhoſoever therefore refiſteth the Power, reſiſteth the 
Ordinance of God; and they that veſt, ſhall receive 
80 themſe/yss Damnation. © Say you ſo? (Says 
« the poor Heathen Convert) I perceive then 
cc you have only banter'd all this while, to try if 


« ] rightly apprehended my Duty as a Chriftian 


« being ſo lately come over to you. J thought l 


ſome good End, for infinite Wiſdom cannot 


A 
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cc could not eafily miſtake in ſo Eſential a Point. 
« But may there not be ſome Diſpute about the 
« Authority of this Writer you call an Apoſtle ? 
& Was he truly an inſpired Perſon ? Yes, that 
has always been acknowledged by the whole 
Chriſtian World, from the firft Ages of Chriſti- 
anity to this very Day. © Then you have real- 
ce ly banterred me; For what have I in this 
« World that can be worth my Defending ? 
« My Life? Surely not againſt the expreſs 
« Will of God to Whom I owe it, and Who is 
« able to take it from me whenever he pleaſeth 
«© whether I will or no; and if not my Life, 
© then ſukely nothing elſe can poſſibly ſtand in 
« Competition with my Duty to Him from 
“ Whom 1 expe fo glorious an Inheritance: 
So that now I will boldly pronounce, That 
e for a Chriftian, (or Number of Chriſtians, 
« which alters not the Caſe, for if one has it all 
have it) for a Chriftian, I ſay, to inſiſt on a 
natural independent Right of governing himſelf, 
« which he may chooſe whether he will transfer 
ce to the Magiſtrate or no, is as flat Reprobacy 
« and Rebellion againſt God, as any Son can 
" 83 be guilty of towards his Natural Fa- 
« ther. 

Laying aſide therefore this Right of Reſiſting, 
as a Notion inconſiſtent with the Principles and 
Doctrin of Chriſtianity, we will now conſider 
what mighty Dangers and Hazzards a Chriftian 
Community lies expoſed to * thus 4ifarmed and 
&tterly defenceleſs againft all poſſible Attempts of 
their Governours: And here [ will only ask, If 
the religious Exerciſe of Faith and Hope be the 
true Support and Comfort of every individual 
Chriftian, why ſhould it not be ſo of the Com- 
munity ? Or has not a Nation of Chriftians as 
ſure and ſound a Foundation for Faith and Hope 

D in 
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in God as any ſingle Perſon bath? Nay, has 
not a Kingdom or Nation truly fearing God, 
far greater Aſſurance of temporal Safety and 


| Deliverance than any ſingle Perſon can have? 


whoſe Reward is often reſerved for another 
Life. May not the Faith of one Man in a time 


ot common Danger fave many? For the ſake 


of how few juſt Men, who feared God and ac- 
knowledged his Laws, did God promiſe to ſave 
that leud but populous City of Sd! In ſhort, 


Mr. Hoadle), let the Chriftian Religion be truly | 
taught and quly practiced among us, and the 
Happineſs of the governed Part of Mankind | 
under that bard and flaviſb Diſpenſation, as you 


are pleaſed to call it, would be greater than 
you I find are aware ot; for hereby would Theo- 
cracy in effect be reftored, which to my Appre- 
henſion is none of the meaneft Advantages of- 
fered to Mankind by the Golpel of Chrift. But 


if Men are reſolved to overlook and deſpiſe ſo 
{rant a Bleſſing, who can help it? Let us then 


ollow you in your Flights; © * Is it much 
« (ſay you) for the Peoples Good to be thus put 
in Subject ion to Magiftrates ? and hereby to 


* (uffer themſelves and their Poſterity to be 


ce made miſerable at the Will of the ſupream 


_ © Governour ? 4 The Goſpel at this rate pa- 


« tronizeth the moſt abje& and moſt univerſal 
« Slavery.” What an impious Suggeſtion of 
Fear is this? What an horrid Diſtruſt muſt it 


needs imply of God's Providence in the World? | 


Blefſed God ! What an Age of Infidelity are we 
rown to? When a Miniſter of thy Word and 
acraments, inftead of preſſing Obedience to 

Thee and for thy Sake, avowedley prompts us 

to live as tho' we had never known or heard of 

Thee in the World. Good God! Should the 

Son 
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Son of Righteouſneſs now appear, how nearly 
would he fad his Prophecy fulfilled which raid, 
When the Son of Man cometh ſhall he find Faith on 
the Earth? Of thine infinite Mercy, O Lord, 
ſtop the Contagion of this new Principle among, 
us, left we become as Sodom, and our Cities as 
Gomorrah, 

Which ſurely we may yet too juſtly fear, if 
our preſent happy Eſtabliſhment he indeed ſet- 
led on Mr. Hoalley's Foundation. Let us there- 
fore ſeriouſly call to mind how we of this Nati- 
on behaved ourſelves in the Time of our late 
Perſecution, Ihen the late unhappy Prince King 


James II. by the Aſſiſtance of di vers evil Counſellors, 


Judges, and Miniſters employed by Him, did endea- 
vour to ſubvert and extirpate the Proteſtant Religion, 
and the Laws and Liberties of this Kingdom, by aj- 


ſuming and exerciſing a Power of diſpenſing with and 
ſuſpending of Laws, and the Execution of Laws, 


without Conſent of Parliament. 

By committing and proſecuting divers worthy Pre- 
lates, for bumbly petitioning 10 be excuſed from con- 
curring to the ſaid aſſumed Power. 5 

By iſſuing, and cauſing to be executed, a Commiſſi- 
on under the Great Seal for erefting a Court called 
2 Court of Commiſſioners for Eccleſiaſtical Cau- 

C. | | 


by Pretence of Prerogative, for other Time and in 
other Manner than the ſame was granted by Parlia- 
ment. | | 

By raiſing and keeping a ſtanding Army within: 


| this Kingdom in Time of Peace without Conſent of 


e and quartering Soldiers contrary t6 
aw. 

By cauſing ſeveral good Subjets being Proteſtants 
to be diſarmed, at the ſame time when Papiſts were 
armed and employed contrary io Law. 

By violating the Freedom of Election of Members 
to ſerve in Parliament; and by other enormous. 

D 2 VPiolences 


By levying Money for and to the Uſe of the Crown 
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Violences upon the Subject, all which by the 18 
of Hilliam and Mary are declared to be utterly 
and directly contrary to the known Laws and 
Statutes and Freedom of this Realm; and all 
this with a manifeft Deſign to have let in that 
Torrent of Popery upon us, which was then ſo 
near at Hand to have overwhelmed us. 

In this diftrefſed Condition 1 will not ſay 
there were none who upon Mr. Hoadley's Prin- 
ciple unwarily preſumed on a Rigbt of Self-de- 
fence in themſelves, but bleſſed be God we had 
not all /o learned CHRIST, there were ſome good 
People in the Land who preſerved their Allegi- 
ance in that Reſpe@ entire to their God, and 
by Prayers and Supplications and a holy Faith 
in his Word waited patiently on him for their 
own and the Nation's Deliverance; and theſe 
I truſt were many, many more I hope than thoſe 
who relied on a contrary Opinion ; But whe- 
ther they were many or few, they were at leaſt 
ſo many as God was pleaſed to accept of; for 
according to the Tenour of his Word contained 
in Holy Writ, we may I think humbly conclude 
that God wrought this our late happy but won- 


_ deriul Deliverance for the ſake of thoſe who de- 


pended on Him, rather than of thoſe who de- 
pended on Themſelves and their own inherent 
Right; for they who depended on a Right of 
Selt-defence in themſelves by a ſort of original 
Contrad, did in effect diſown God's Govern- 
ment, which requires Unreſiſting Obedience, 

and could therefore not fairly expect Prote- 
ction from Him whoſe Providence they refus'd 

to rely on. 5 
To be delivered in ſuch a Time of imminent 
and apparent Danger both of Church and State, 
could not but be the hearty Deſire of every 

good Proteftant ; and the Juſtice of the Cau 
ing for the Preſervation of the moſt pure E- 
ſtabliſhed Religion in the World, and * the 
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known Laws and Freedom of the Nation, might 


poſſibly tempt ſome unwary Perſons to an un- 
warrantable Zeal, ſuch as might 8 God 
to puniſh them with ſome remarkable Token of 
his Diſpleaſure as he did Uzzah, * Who ſee - 
« ing the Ark of God ſhake, and conſidering 
« how diſmal an Omen the Overturning that 
« ſacred Repoſitory had been, and how dil- 
« graceful and impious it would be to ſee thoſe 


. 


c pretious Symbols of the Divine Preſence laid 


e in the Duſt, either forgot the Law which for- 
bid all but tbe Family of Aaron to touch thoſe 
Holy. MyRteries, or like ſome among us in the 
Caſe we are ſpeaking of, thought it at that time 


not to he regarded, and ſo put out his Hand to 


ſave it from falling, but was ſtruck dead on the 
Place; So dangerous a Thing to my Appre- 


henſion is it raſhly to overlook any known Law 


of God, be the Temptation to the Action other- 
wiſe never ſo inviting. But ſo far are you, 
Mr. Hoadley, from thinking as I do, that to ſa- 
tisfie your Hearers that notwithſtanding the 
Precept there is yet room left for your Principle 
of Reſiſtance, you have this remarkable Paſſage, 
If the Apoſtle had done nothing but enfor- 
« ced the Duty of Obedience upon the Sub- 
* ett, it would be reaſonable to judge from the 
0 


ature of the Thing and the Abſurdities of 


« the contrary, that he meant this only as a 
« general Rule in all ordinary Caſes, rather 
« than to imagin that he ſhould abſolutely con- 


© clude whole Nations under Miſery and Sla- 


6 very 8 Hopes of . Mark the 
xpreſhon, Mr. Headley, Rather than io imagin 
that He ſhould abſolutely conclude whole Nations un- 


der Miſery and Slavery without Hopes of Nu. 1 


8 


T. Brſhop of Sarum's Sermon before quated. = 
+ Mr. Hoadley's Sermon bound with [i Meas 


uns of Submiſſion, Page the 26th, 
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this a neceſſary Conſequence of Obeying the 
Precept St. Paul lays down? Can any one pol- 
fibly think it ſo that believes a God and Provi- 


dence in the World? And yet we have ſuch 
Evidence, that either you have deſignedly gon 


about to deceive the World, or that you have 


yourſelf disbelieved a Providence, as almoſt a- 
mounts to a Demonſtration: For in your De- 
fence of your Sermon you lay down this one ſin- 
gle Propoſition for its Support, © If the Do- 
« rin I have taught be falſe, the contrary Pro- 


c«c 


of their Inftitution, and invade the Rights of 
their Subjects, and attempt the Ruin of that 
Society over which they are placed, it is not 
lawful for theſe Subjects to conſult the Hap- 
*© pineſs of the Publick, and of their Poſterity, 
by Oppoſing and Reſiſting ſuch Governours; 
© but it is their Duty and Glorious for them to 
<« ſuffer patiently all their Oppreſſions, and to 
* let the Happineſs of Human Society be entirely ru- 
< ned at their Mill and Pleaſure, Is it not mani- 
feſt you muſt here mean, that the dreadful Con- 
ſequences in the End of this Propoſition are 
the neceſſary Reſult of a patient ſubmitting ac- 
cording to the Precept? Do not thoſe who 
take moſt Delight in your Doctrin underſtand 
you ſo-? Or is your Argument worth one ſin- 
gle Farthing without it? Let any Man then 
compare this with the former Paſſage, and con- 


* 


* 


ſider fairly the natural Purport of them both, 


and then let him tell me if it be not utterly in- 
conſiſtent with Farth in Cbriſt. Is not the plain 
expreſs Meaning of theſe and ſuch like Inſinua- 
tions, as palpably different from that Truth the 

Goſpel teacheth us as Darkneſs from Light? 
What kind of Bleſſing, Mr. Hoadley, muſt you 
and thoſe who depend on this your Foundation 
pray for? when you ſay, 0 Lord let thy Mercy 
lighten 


<« poſition muſt be true, ( viz.) Suppoſing it. 
true that Governours act contrary to the End 
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lighten upon us, as our Truit is in Thee, Was it a 
Mercy to this Church and Nation that we were 
of late ſo wonderfully delivered, and can any 
true believing Chriſtian think that he could de- 
ſerve ſuch Mercy who depended on ſuch a Prin. 
ciple of Unbelief as this? But are you really 
an Unbeliever? How then came you into the 
Church? Was it only to ſow Tares? And 
like the Father of Lies the Devil to ſeduce if 
poſſible the very Ele& ? Let us then hear thoſe 
artful Rhapſodies which that Tempter of Man- 
kind inſpires you with, in thoſe ever memora- 
ble Cavils of yours againſt the Biſhop ot Exeter: 
« * There was a Time, (ſay you) which muſt 
« he ſtill freſh in your Lordſhip's Memory, 
« when univerſal Ruin was thought to hang o- 
“ yer the whole Community: At this Time 
s the PEOPLE ( which is not a contemptible 
« Word, ſignifying only Coblers and Tinkers, 
< as ſome make it) the Lords, the Biſhops, the 
« Gentry, the Commonalty were all under one 
“ common Senle of Danger; thoſe of the High- 
« eft as well as Holieſt Rank, and of the beſt 
« Quality, invited over a Prince with Armed 
« Men to awe their legal King, and force him 10 
« 4g Compliance; And this they did in their pri- 
« vate Capacity: Numbers joined themſelves 
« to Him when He came: Nordo we account 
% any Part of our Excellent QUEEN's Bchavi- 
« our more truly great, more lovely, or more 
c beneficial, than the Part SHE hore in this 
« Tranſaction; when She preferred the Safety 
« of a Nation before all other Temporal Conſi- 
« derations, and encouraged by Her Example 
e this glorious Deſign. The ſame was done 
« by ſome of my Lords the Biſhops, to their 
«© immortal Honour, with a Zeal beyond what 


cc 18 


* Mr. Hoadley «gajnf} tbe Biſbop of Exeter, 
Page ibe 23d. | 
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« is Common: A Revolution ſucceeded, which 
« Your Lordſhip acknowledgeth to have won- 
ce derfully ſave4 both Church and State from 
« Ruin: Upon this Foundation is built all our 
« Happinefs: To this we owe the preſent Fe- 
< licity of a Gtorious and Beneficent Reign. To 
cc this we owe that Settlement in the Proteſtant 
« Line for which Your Lotdp. is an Advocate.“ 
And aftera long Harangue to this Purpoſe you 
thus exclaim © May we not then ask what Harm 
« hath Refiſtance done? And a little after 
you fairly tell His Lordſhip, b. 24. © As long 
& as Your Lordſhip and thoſe of the ſame Mind 
« 50 on to defend and ſecure the Eſtablimhment 
« by bringing an Odium at the ſame time upon 
ce the Foundation on Which it is built, (mean- 
ing your own Principle of Reſiſtance and Self- 
defence) “ and making tbe Goſpel to patronize the 
1 < 208} abjet and yoſt untverſal Slavery, to the 
1 cc great Satisfaction and Mirth of the common 
| te Enemies both of Church and State amongſt 
& us; ſo long I believe I may aſſure Your Lord- 
« ſhip there will be a SPIRIT in ſome others 
ce to take what Care they can that the Founda- 
ce tion ſhall not be undermined, to the manifeſt 
Prejudice of that Eftabtiſhment z not the Do- 
ce ctrine of Srrvitude ( theaning the Precept of 
C Obedience delivered by Saint Paul) impoſed 
« upon whole Nations, to the Scanfal of the 
wy Church and the Diſgract of Chriſtianity, May 
not any one now ſee the Cloyen Foot on which 
Mr. H#oatlry ſtands? Is not the Spirit of Satan 
here plain ly difcernibte ? For what Sirit elſe 
can that be which ſo bare-facedly bids Defiance 
to the Goſpel of Chrift, and the Doftrin deli- 
vered by his Apoſtles? Is not this a Maſter- 
piece of that deluding Serpent? thus to involve 
a Whole Nation, Lords, Biſhops, Gentry, and 
r 3h one common * pany or of 5 
acted by a Principle, which once ſexiouſly 
* 7 corffidered 


conſidered in that extenive Latitude you have 
taught and defended it yourſelf, I dare confi- 
dently believe not One in a Thouſand through- 
out this great Nation but detefts and abhors 


and then to poſſeſs them with an Opinion that 


tis both Glorious and their Duty, and the only 
True Foundation of their preſent and future 
Ha ppineſs. 5 

Beſides, Mr. Hoadley, give me leave to think 
you are if poſſible as far befide the Truth in the 
Fact you relate, as you are in your Doctrin. I 
know not what ſecret Hiſtory you may have 
met with, but muſt own myſelf ſo very ignorant 
in the Affairs of that Time, (tho' I lived then 
my ſelf) that I never before underſtood or 
thought that One in Five Thouſand through- 
out this Nation knew any thing of the Prince 
of Orange's Undertaking till he was actually em- 
barqu'd with his Forces for England: Nor can. 


I believe that any of.our Nobility and Gentry, 


much leſs of that Holy Order of Men among 
us the BISHOPS, did ever fign a tormal Inftru- 
ment for Inviting His Highneſs over with Ar- 
med Men to awe their Legal King, and force Him 
to a Compliance, till I ſee and read it myſelf with 
the Names thereto ſubicrib'd. That the Prince 
was not ſo univerſally joined at his firſt coming 
over is notorious, in that notwithſtanding his 
own Perſonal Courage and Reſolution, and the 
Juſtice of his Cauſe, being himſelf no Subject of 
England, but having, in Right of the Princeſs 
his Conſort at leaft, a Reverſionary Claim to 
the Scepter of theſe Kingdoms, which it is ma- 
nifeſt King James was endeavouring to defeat 
bim and all other Proteſtant Princes of, he ne- 


vertheleſs thought his Encouragement ſo ſmall, 
that he was preparing for a Retreat; and after 


the King had abdicated, that His Highneſs was 

defired to take the Government upon him, that 

he yet was apprehenſive the Hearts of the Peo- 
E 


> 
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ple were not ſufficiently with him, is evident by 
that memorable Stratagem of the General A- 
larm of the French and Jriſh landing. 
But the moſt amazing Paſſage of all your ſe- 
cret Hiftory is, © the Part which you tell us 
« Her preſent MACE bore in this Tranſaction, 
<« when SHE preferred the Safety of a Nation 
* before all other temporal Conſiderations, and 
« encouraged by Her Example this glorious 
„ Detign.*” Let me ask you, Mr. Hoadley, 
Was you at that Time in Her Majefty's Coun- 
ſels? Did you lee Her ſign any Invitation? 
Or what Example did She give in that Conjun- 
ure? Is this ſhrewd In ſinuation of yours only 
brought in to countenance your Principle of 
 Unbelief ? I tell you, Sir, I do and muſt be- 
lieve that Her moft Sacred Majeſty hath always 
been guided by a more enhightning Ray of God's 
Divine Grace, than ever to allow the leaft 
Room in Her Breaſt to fo profane a Dottrin ; 
the very Foundation of which preſumptuous 
Babel I will now by God's Bleſſing deſtroy, by 
Examining the Two Propoſitions on which you 
have raiſed it to ſo provoking a Heighth, vi. 


Firſt, «© The SOLE End of Government is 
© the Good and Happineſs of the Community. 


Secondly, “ Suppoſing it true that Governours 
act contrary to the End of their Inſtitution, 
and invade the Rights of their Subjects, and 
attempt the Ruin of that Society over which 
* they are placed; it is Lawful and Glorious 
for theſe Subjects to conſult the Happineſs of 
the Publick, and of their Poſterity, by Oppo- 
« ſing and Reſiſting ſuch Governours. 

I 


„ — 


* viz. Of Inviting over a Prince with Armed 
Men to awe dur Legal King, and force Him to a 


Compliance. 
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If you mean by the former of theſe Propoſiti- 
ons, that the End and Deſign which every Go- 
vernour ought to have in his View is the Good 
and Happineſs of his People, it is an undeniable 
Truth: But then it does by no good Reaſoning 
follow, © That ſuppoſing He acts contrary to 
« this End of his Inſtitution, and invades the 
« Rights of his Subjects, and attempts the Ru- 


c in of that Society over which He is placed, 


« jt is therefore Lawful and Glorious for his 
Subjects to conſult the Happineſs of the Pub- 
<« lick, and of their Poſterity after them, by 
«<< Oppoling and Reſiſting ſuch a Governour. 
How a Natural Heathen under invincible Infi- 
delity might argue, I know not; but that a Mi- 
niſter of the Goſpel of Chriſt ſhould ſo ftrenu- 
ouſly aſſert an Abſurdity of this Nature, is to 
me an Aſtoniſhment. Is the Foundation then 
of Saint Paul's Precept to Obedience, viz. that 
there is no Power but of God, ſo utterly falſe, that 
there ie no Power but from the People? Or is there 
to be found ſo manifeſt a Contradiction in the 
Laws of God ? Till you ſhew me in the Goſpel 


as poſitive a Command for the People's Rebel- 


ling, as this of Saint Paul is for their Obeying, 
I will not believe you. 

Rebellion hath in all Ages of Chriſtianity 
been accounted a Damnable Sin, and the Tea- 
chers and Abettors of it have in ſome Times 
and Places of the World been thought worthy a 
WREATH of HEMP. Be not deceived, the 
Laws of GOD are ever Uniform, Juſt, and 
Good ; and this Command of HIS delivered by 


Saint Paul is in its full Extent not only at all 
Times ſafe, (for no Man who with a ſincere 
Conſcience towards God obeys the Precept, 


can for ſo doing be damned, tho' for diſobeying 
it he may) but it is alſo highly reaſonable at all 
Times to be obeyed, being eternally agreeable 
to all the Attributes of God, and worthy of its 

E 2 Author. 
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Author. For can it be ſaid that Almighty God 
who made us all, hath nota Right to govern us 
as He pleaſeth Himſelf? And if He hath ſuch 
a Right, may He not execute it it He thinks fit 
by His Vicegerents? Which He affures us by 
His WORD that He doth, and 'tis for that 
Reaſon He tells us that He requires our Subje- 
tion to the Higher Powers. Now if you ſhew 
any Caſe that ever hapned in the World, or e- 
ver is poſſible to happen, wherein it was or may 
be lawful to reſiſt GOD, by any fair Conftru- 
ction of the Goſpel, I will from thenceforth ac- 
knowledge you, in this Diſpute of yours, a true 
Diſciple of CHRIST ; bur till you do, give me 
Leave to think you are therein ſerving another 


Maſter. That threadbare Evaſion you ſo often 


recur to, ( viz.) that to ſay a Cruel, Arbitray, 
*Unjuſt Tyrant is God's Vicegerent and acts by 
*his Authority, is to charge God with Cruelty 
and Injuftice, hath in Truth no manner of 
Foundation: Tis true ſuch a Tyrant acts un- 
ſtly and cruelly, becauſe he tranſgreſſeth the 
ule of Juftice and Clemency which God hath 
given him to govern by: But is GOD there- 
ore Cruel or Unjuſt? If He be, it is in giving 
Man a Free Hi: For is it not the natural Re- 
fult of the Freedom of our Will, and Corrup- 
tion of our Nature, that Injuries, Injuſtice, 
Cruelty, and Oppreſſion are ſo often known 
and heard of in the World? And is GOD ac- 
countable for this? Will you becauſe God hath 
given you a Free Choice whether you will obey 
the Precept delivered by St. Paul or no, charge 
God with the Guilt of your Tranſgreſſion if you 
chnſe to diſobey it? God forbid. Rather let 
God be true, and every Man a Liar. Ina Word, 
hath Almighty GOD given us all our very Be- 
_ ings, Life, Liberty, Poſſeſſions, Honours, Pow- 
ers, and all the Bleſſings and Conveniencies we 
have or can enjoy in this World, and can He 


not 


Hoadley, the Cauſe you have been ſo vigorous 
an Aﬀertor of is by this Time gon, unleſs you 
can ſhew an Inſtance wherein it is lawful, and 
the Right of Man to reſiſt GOD; which I doubt 
you muſt go to the very Abyſſe of Darkneſs to 
find our, for the glorious Light of the Goſpel ſhews 


no ſuch Thing, 


Having now in Effect deſtroyed your Firſt 
Principle, to ſave you the Trouble of Replying 
I will here lay you down my own, (vz.) It be- 
ing an irrefragable Truth that God governs the 

Vorld and diſpoſeth all Events, it ſhould ſeem 


to me that God's End and Deſign in appointing 


this or that Governour over any particular Na- 
tion is not always for the Tempora] Good and 
Happineſs of that Nation, (as is manifeſt by a 


Thouſand Inftances) but for the Fulfiling his 


own ill, which is a Happineſs that methinks 
we his Creatures ( as Chriftians eſpecially ) 
ought by no means to grudge or envy Him, 
ſince we ourſelves have a Free 1/7]; eſpecially 
if we conſider that Almighty God hath in his 
Holy Word laid down ſuch Rules for the Gover- 
ning as well as the Governed Part of Mankind to 
act by, as when duly obſerved and kept on both 
Sides do ever make both Prince and People hap- 
Py ; whereby the Goodneſs of God is abundant- 
ly made manifeſt, and Himſelf juſtified: Nor 
are his other Attributes of Power and Wildom 


in the leaſt impaired by the Freedom of our 


Will, but rather hereby the more evidently 
bright and apparent, in that notwithſtanding 
the Fredom of our Will and Corruption of our 
Nature, He nevertheleſs ſo prevents and orders 
all our Act ions and Events that can poſſibly flow 
therefrom, that nothing can be truly ſaid to 
happen in the World againſt or otherwiſe than 
by His Divine 1/77 and Pleaſure; the Truth of 

. 3 which 


eee 25 


not without Injuſtice take them from us again 
when and how He pleaſeth? In ſhort, Mr. 
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which Propoſition can never be denied, how- 
ever repugnant it may ſeem to the Faith of ſome 
among us: Nor can it from hence be inferred 
that God is the Author of Sin, as ſome have 
wildly imagined ; for Sin being only a Conſent 
of the Will to tranſgreſs a known Law, ſhould 


GOD ( Who ſurely knows the Heart of Man) 


immediately interpoſe whenever ſuch Conſent 


df the Will is formed, ſo that no Action at all 


ſhould follow, yet is Man nevertheleſs guilty 
before God; which invincibly demonſtrates the 
Truth of our Saviour's Words, (viz.) He that 
looketh on a Woman to luſt after ber, hath committed 
Adultery already with her in his Heart. So that 
there cannot be the leaſt Reaſon for us at any 
time to charge God with the Guilt of our Tran(- 
greſſions. On the contrary, ſo adorably Juft and 
Good is His Divine Providence over us, that 
notwithſtanding the Wicked Inclinations of 
Men, and the manifold Injuries, Oppreſſions, 
and Cruelties which are daily complained of in 


the World, it hath never yet hapned that any 


one Man, Chrift only excepted, could be truly 
ſa id to ſuffer what he had not deſerved ; I mean 
not ſtrictly according to the Rule of Juſtice and 
Clemency, which we as Men and Chriſtians are 
obliged to obſerve in our Lives and Converſati- 
on to each other, for that were to deſtroy the 
Rule; but what I aſſert is, That no one ever 
did or can ſuffer what he himſelf may not in his 
own Conſcience aſſign a Reaſon for, whereby 
to juſtifie the Providence of God, without the 
Direction of which he could not have ſuffered at 
all. Some Men perhaps would rather have ſaid 


Permiſſion ; but to my Apprehenſion what God 


permits a Man to ſuffer he directs, and that for 
wiſe and good Ends, without the leaft Force or 
Influence on the Agent : For God foreknowing 
the wicked Devices of every Man's Heart, may 
with Eaſe be conceived to put what Obje& He 

thinks 
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thinks fit in the Way of cach particular Agent, 
that no one may at any Time ſuffer by the wic- 
ked Contrivance or Malice of another, what he 
himſelf may not upon Examination find (if it 
be not his own Fault) to have been the very 


beſt in Time and Circumſtance that could have 


befallen him under the Care, Direction, and 


Government of Infinite Wiſdom, Goodneſs, and 
Power Itſelf. _ 


Which laft named Attribute of the Deity is 


perhaps the only one that ever was or can be 
communicated in Perfection to the Hurt and 
Prejudice of his Creatures: For what more 
likely Cauſe of the Fall of that Arch-angel Lu- 
cifer, than the near Approach of his Nature in 
all Divine Perfections, and that of Power in 
particular, to that of his Creator? Whilſt be- 
ing perhaps conſcious of his own inherent Pow- 
er, and forgetting through Pride the Original 
of his Being, he thought it more worthy to rule 
himſelf, and thereby ſhew forth the Excellency 
of his Nature, which he vainly and falſly attri- 
buted to the Power that was in him, than to o- 
bey the Source and Founder of him and it. If 
this was the Cauſe of that Arch-rebel's Fall, 
(and I never yet met a more probable Account 
of it) we may from hence learn ſufficiently to 
anſwer that much bandied Queſtion among the 


Diſputers of this and former Ages, (vix.) If 0n8 


only infinitely Wiſe, Powerful, and Good GOD made 
and governs all, from whence came Sin? Even 
from the Pride and Contention of Lucifer, who 
having by the Nature of his Being a Liberty of 
Will as well as we, might certainly as freely 
chuſe whether he would obey or contend with 
God, as Mr. Hoadley and his Followers may whe- 
ther they will ſubmit to or diſpute the Authort- 
ty of Her Majeſty, who is we are told by infalli- 
ble Truth itſelf the V icegerent of God over us. 
That Satan could have no Right to reſiſt, Mr. 


one 
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Hoadley himſelf I am confident will own ; for 
wha can conceive a Creature with Power Inde- 
- pendent on it's Creator? Or can it be conſi- 

ſtent with the Attributes of God, that thoſe 
| glorious Beings which continually miniſter a- 
bout his Throne, however perfect their Natures 
are, ſhould in any poſſible Caſe have a Right to 
reſiſt or diſpute His Will? If they cannot claim 
ſuch a Right, How ſhould any inferiour Order 
of Beings come by it? who muſt come as far 


ſhort of them in Capacity of fathoming the wiſe 


Decrees and Counſels of God, as they are be- 
neath them in Rank and Station. What Man 
then, Mr. Hoadley, who ſeriouſly conſiders the 
Attributes of God, and believes ſuch a Bein 

can poſſibly dream of a Rzght in himſelf to ref 
his — Whom God hath declared to 
be His Vicegerent, and to rule by His Autho- 
rity, whoſe Heart we know is in his Maker's 
Hand, and be it never ſo vile and wicked, ne. 
ver ſo cruelly and tyrannically diſpoſed, is yet 
not able to produce one ſingle Effect over us 
but what Almighty God of his infinite Wiſdom 
ſees fit and convenient he ſhould. Muſt not 
the dom of Men in providing for themſelves 
and theic Poſterity by Reſiſtance, in utter Defi- 
ance to the expreſs Command of God, be at 
length owned a moſt egregzozs Folly? And is not 
that. deſpicable Remedy of Prayers and Tears 
in ſuch a Time of Danger much more becoming 
ſuch poor tho' rea ſonable Creatures as we are, 
than the Care you have been taking of publick 
Gaod? Vain Man! Does the wiſeſt of us all in 
his own private Capacity know what is beſt to 
wiſh for to himſelf ? How much leſs then ſhould 
every Man be Judge what is moſt for the Good 
and Happineſs of the Publick ? Think, Mr. Hoad- 
ley, think whoſe Kingdom you have been Peo- 
pling, Bleſſed God! That a Miniſter of the 


Goſpel ſhould ſo miſtake his Errand as to preach 
| an 
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and publiſh to the World, That the DoQrin of 
the Croſs of Chrift, which teacheth abſolute 
unreſiſting Obedience as the only ſafe Way to 
our Eternal Happineſs, (and our Temporal too 
no doubt under God's unerring Providence) is 
a SCANDAL to tie CHURCH and a DIS 
GRACE to CHRISTIANITY ! „ 

That ſome Lay-Politicians ſhould bewilder 
themſelves in ſuch a Maze of Error, is not ſo 
much to be wonder'd at; but how a Divine of 
our Church, whoſe Duty it is to ſet forth to 
Mankind the Power and Wiſdom of God in Go- 
verning as well as in Making his Creatures, 
ſhould teach and proclaim to the World, that 
God doth not meddle in Ordinary Aﬀairs did I 
ſay ? nay, not in Extraordinary, ſuch as the Sa- 
ving a WHOLE NATION, but has left the 
People to take care for themſelves, and expects 
they ſhould call their Rulers to an Account not- 
withſtanding iis Laws to the Contray, is to me 
1 muſt own an Amazement. Mr. Boadley may 


have Time to confider whether he has not in 


this miſtaken his Miſſion, and whether his own 
Words may not with Reaſon and Juftice be re- 
torted upon him, ig. © * That he is in ſo do- 
« ing the Miniſter not of Jeſus Chrift, but of 


« the Great Enemy of Mankind: His being 


« the Minifter of Jeſus Chriſt in the Preaching 
„his Will, or Baptizing Believers, or Propa- 


6 SAUng his Faith, cannot make him the Mini- 
cc 


er of Chriſt even whilft he is preaching a- 

„ gainſt Chriſt, diſhononring his Goſpel, and 
« arguing Men into /1fidelzty. | | 

Doth not Realon as well as the Goſpel inform 

us, that the Kingdom of God is One Univerſal 

ingdom over all his Creatures? It ſo, then 

all who are truly his Servants muſt continually 


F do 


n * 


1 "Mfr. Hoadley's Reply 10 the Biſbop of Exeter, 
age the 55th, 
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do, in their ſeveral Stations and Callings, what 
in them lies to ſupport and maintain God's 
Kingdom, by teaching and practicing Obedi- 
ence and Confarmity to his Laws; becaule we 
know who hath told us, a Kingdom divided againſt 
itſelf cannot ſtand, But Mr. 40adley, who tea- 
cheth and proclaimeth to the World, that not- 
« withſtanding God's expreſs Command, Let e- 
ce very Soul be ſubjet to the Higher Powers, for there 
& i 7:0 Power but of God, Gr. there is yet in the 
« People a RIGHT of defence and Reſiſtance 
c too in ſome Caſes againſt their Soveraign, (of 
« which Caſe the People muſt be Judges) doth 
what in him lies to divide God's Kingdom; ergo 
Mr./zoa.lly in ſo doing is not, cannot be the Mi- 
nifter of God and his Chrift ; but of that profeſt 

Rebel to God, and Enemy of Mankind, the 

Devil. 

But ſays Mr. Hoadley, I am not ſenſible that 

I have preached any thing but what the Wore 

of God as delivered by St. Taul doth ſeem to im- 

Ply; for notwithftanding the Severity of the 

Precept, the very next Verſe ſeems to give us 

all reaſonable Liberty. What to reſiſt? Thou 

miſgniding Teacher! Read the Verſe: For 

Rulers are not a Terrour to good Works, but to the 

evil: Wilt thou then not be afraid of the Power? 


Do that which is good, and thou ſhalt have Praiſe of 


the ſame. Now will you tell me, Mr. Hadley, 
in what School did you ever learn that the Par- 
ticle For fignify'd Notwzthſtanding ? Is it not 
plain by that very connecting Particle, that the 
Apoſtle is here reconciling Men to the ſeeming 
Severity of the Precept? As if he had ſa id, 
This may perhaps ſeem hard, but conſider, Are 
ve not Chriftians? And is not your conftant 
Dury as ſuch Faith in Chriſt and Obedience towards 
God? What terrible Thing then is it to ſubmit, 
tho” to a Nero, or Caligula, or never ſuch a Mon- 
ſter of a Goveznour? Can he polſibly do unto 


you 


— — ww EE 


= 0 


you what God Himſelf may not? If then in 
the Integrity of your Hearts towards God you 
ſubmit, are you not juſtified before Hi? Who 
hath expreſly told us, that 0 Obey is better than 
Sacrifice : But ſo different is the Opinion of 
ſome whoſe Delight is not in the Law of God, 
that to ſacrifice even Kings they think # better 
than to Obey, 

That this is no forced Interpretation will ap- 
pear to any that have Eyes to ſee at all, if we 
conſider that the good Works here mentioned 
by St. Paul muſt be ſuch as the Powers to whom 
he 1s prefſing Obedience are to judge of, other- 
wiſe how is it poſſible they ſhould know whom 
to praiſe or whom to puniſh ? Let me then ask 


you, Mr. Hoadley, What can your good Works 


among your Neighbours ſignifie to our moſt 
Gracious QUEEN, unleſs you obey Her? Are 
you Judge of the good Works you do as a Sub- 
je, or Her Majefty? Suppoſing then for once 
that Almighty God, Who hath expreſly told us 
there is no Power but of AH, the Powers that 
de are ordained of EM, ſhould ſet by his Ordi- 
nance and ftand in the room Himſelf, What 
good Works have you to brag of without Obe- 
dience? But Obedience being due by God's 
expreſs Command to his Ordinance as to Him- 
ſelf, it muft follow there is no ſuch Thing as 
good Works in a Subject without Obedience to 
his Governour, and by Conſequence not the 
leaſt Crevice or Loophole left by the Apoſtle in 
any wiſe for Reſiſtance. EE 
But that the Reader may judge for himſelf, 
I will venture for once to lay down ſuch an In- 
terpretation of the 3d and 4th Verſes of St. 
Paul's XIIIth to the Romans, wherein he enfor- 
ceth the Duty of Subjects expreſſed in the 2 firſt 
Verſes of that Chapter, as Mr. HBoadley muſt 
make to maintain his own Doctrin; and then L 
will try my own Skill to reconcile the Apoſtles 
F-2 Argu- 
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Arguments more effectually than he does to the 
Precept; but being mylelf but a Layman, I 1 


ſhall I hope have ſom 


e Grains of Allowance 


made me ſhould I happen to fall ſhort of my 
Purpoſe. To begin then, 


St. PAUL 


Let every Soul be ſub- 
ject to the Higher Powers, 
or there is no Power but 
of God : The Powers that 
be are ordained of God. 
Whoſoever therefore re- 
ſiſteib the Power, reſiſteib 
the Ordinance of God ; 
and they that reſiſt ſhall re- 


eerve to themſelves Dam- | 


nation. 

For Rulers are not a 
Terror to good Works, but 
10 the evil, Wilt thou then 
not be afraid of the Pow- 
er? Do that which is 
good, and thou ſpalt have 
Praiſe of the ſame. 


For he is the Miniſter 
ef God to thee for Good ; | 


| 


| nor 
Power? Do but ſatiſ- 


Mr. Hoaaley, 


For Rulers are not 
to terrifie good Works, 
ſuch as a Timely and 
Reaſonable Reſiſting, 
but the evil, 7. c, too 
abje& and ſervile O- 
beying: For whatever 
I fay, you yourſelf muft 
be Judge ot your own 
doings. Wlit thou then 
e afraid of the 


fie thy own Conſcience 
that what thou doft i 

good, and the Ruler f 
ſpeak of is obliged to 
pra iſe you, at leaſt ta 
protect you in ſuch 
your Well-doing. For 
he is the Miniſter of 
God to thee for Tem- 
ora 


Faith and 


But if thou do that which 
is evil, be afraid; for 
he beareth not the Sword 
in vain; For he is the 
Miniſter of God, a Re- 
venger to execute Wrath 


upon him that doth Evil. 


U 


Therefore ye mut 


needs be ſubjeſt, not on- 
Iy for Irath, but alſo for 


Conſcience Sale. 
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ral Good always, which 
muſt imply, That tho' 
he has nothing to do to 
judge of thy Works ſo 
thou thy ſelf knoweft 
them to be good, yet 
thou muſt always have 
an Eye to the Actions 
of thy Ruler, left per- 
adventure thou ſuffe- 
reſt him utterly to de- 
ſtroy the very End and 
Deſign of his Inſtituti- 
on; Which being in the 


2 


Breaſt of God, whoſe 


Minifter he is, and by 
Whoſe Authority he 


rules, it muſt needs be 
| your part to judge of: 


| It therefore thou doeſt 


| that which thy Conſci- 
| ence tells thee 1s Evil, 


Cas yielding too much 
to his Power and Au— 
thority) be afraid, for 
he beareth not the 
Sword in vain; for he 
is for this Cauſe the 
Miniſter of God, to ex- 
ecute Wrath upon him 
who thinks an abſolute 
unreſiſting Obedience 
due to any Earthly 
Price. 

Wherefore ye muſt 
needs be ſubject, not 
only for Wrath, but 
alſo for Conſcience 


| | Sakes 


* 1 
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* I appeal to any unprejudiced Reader, who 
hath ſeen Mr. Hoadley's Sermon on this Text, 
and his Defence of that Sermon, (not one word 
of which that I know of hath he ever diſown'd 
in any of his ſubſequent Writings) whether he 
can juſtifie his Doctrin as he hath there taught 
and defended it, without ſuch an Interpretati- 
on as this; which whether it fairly repreſents 
the Apoftle, let any one ſpeak. Hitherto then 
the Learned and Reverend Mr. Hoadley, now for 


St. PAUL. The Layman. 


Let every Soul be ſub- 
je to the Higher Pow- 
ers, for there is no Pow- | 
er but of God: The Pow- 
ers that be are ordained 
of God. - 

Whoſoever therfore re- 

ſiſteth the Power, reſiſteib 
tbe Ordinance of God; 

aul they that reſiſt ſhall re- 
eerve to themſelves Dam- 
nation, 

For Relers are not a | For Rulers will not 
Terror to good Works, hurt thoſeSubjetts who 
but to tbe Evil. Wilt] are obedient to them, 
thou then not be afraid | but are rather obliged 
of the Power? Dy that | as the Servants ane 
which is good, and thow | Miniſters of God to 
ſhalt bave Praiſe of the | Protect and Cheriſh 
ſame, ſuch in their Duty, and 
to encourage in them 
| all ſuch good Works as 
| are naturally the gee 

0 


—_— 


— 2 „12 "—_— 2 = 


* Fee the Interpretation Mr, Hoadley has meds 
for bis Paſſive Obedience Adverſpry in bis Meaſures 
of Submiſſion. N 
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For be is the Miniſter 
of God to thee for Go: 
ut if thou do that which 
ig evil, be afraid; for 
be beareth nos the Sword 
in vain: For he is the 
Miniſter of God, a Re- 


venger to execute Hath 


upon him that doth Evil. 


Wherefore ye mu 
needs be ſubjeft, not only 
for Wrath, but alſo for 
Conſcience Sale. 
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of an humble and obe- 
dient Heart; ſo that 


in Truth none need to 


fear the Power, but 


ſuck as are ſtubborn 


and obſtinate, Deſpi- 
ſers of Dignities, and 
Deriders and Scoffers 


lat the Ordinance of 


God; theſe have more 
| cauſe to fear than they 
poor Souls are aware 
of; Forlet them think 
what they wall, He is 
the Minifter of God, 
( and therefore not of 
the People, whoſe Du- 
ty is only to obey) 
and as the Miniſter ot 
| God he beareth rot 
the Sword in vain; 
one great Part of his 
Office being to execute 
Wrath on the ſtubborn 
and diſobedient. 
Wherefore ye muſt 


needs be ſubject, nat 


only for Wrath, but 
alſo for Conſcienc 


Sake. : 


I refer it to any impartial Man that is able to 


judge at all, whether the Method I have taken 


ma kes not better Senſe 


of the Apoſtles Words 


than Mr. Hoadley's Way of Interpreting does. 


But to proceed : 
That St. Paul being 
this his Epiſtle principa 


Powers the then reigning Emperour at Rome, 
and ſuch as ſhould ſucceed him in that 


divinely inſpired did in 
lly intend by the Higher 


unleſs 


* 
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3 
* 


unleſs you will rather have it that he meant the 
People ot Roe ſhould, ſubject themſelves to the 
Emperour of China or the Great Cham, is ſo ve- 
ry plain and obvious that 1 ſhould not think it 
worth intifting on at all, did J not find you ftill 
alerting in your very laſt Piece, in Defence of 
Mr. Let, and Anſwer to Dr. Atterbury, That 
he cad nts which by the Bye betrays a won- 
dertui Ignorance in you, or what is worſe, an 
unlimited Zeal to deceive the World : For do 
not all Mankind agree, That a divinely inſpir'd 
Writer is one who writes what the Spirit of God 
dictates? And can we believe that the Spirit of 
God did not know who was then Emperour of 
Rome, what Kind of Man he was, what Succe(- 
ſors he ſhould have, and what ſort of Rulers 
they would prove? And do we not all know 
that the Chief Power at Rome in thoſe Days, 
and many Apes after ſucceſſively, was that of 
the Emperors? You will then oblige me with a 
Scheme of your new Logick, if thereby you can 
ſhew me according to right Reaſon or commay 
Underftanding, when the Spirit of God exprel- 
ly ſaith There 7s no Power but of God, how that of 
the Emperour could be excluded; eſpecially 
while he was ſpzaking directly to the Romans. To 
ſay that God could not give Authority to Nero 


or Caligula to act what they did upon their Sub- 


je&s, is as hold an Aſſertion as the Father of 
Lies himſelf could be guilty of.“ Why (ſays Mr. 
c 7adlcy ) can any one lay that a Prince can't 
& have Authority to do Good, without having 
« Authority to do Miſchief? Whence can he 
„have this Authority? Not from God; he- 
« cauſe he can give no Commiſſion to any thing 
« that is evil. Is Mr. Zoalley then a Maniche- 
an Heretick? Does he believe One God the 
Author and Fountain of all Good, and 985 
| elf- 


* Mr. Hoadlcy's Patriarch. Scheme, p. 27. 
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Self- exiſtent Being the Original of all Evil? If 
there be but One Eternal Self- exiſtent BEING 
which we call GOD, and He cannot give us full 
and free Power to act wickedly as well as juſtly, 
1. e. to tranſgreſs the Rules of Goodnels and ju- 
ſtice that he hath preſcribed us as well as to obey 
them, What Account can be given of all the 

Wickedneſs and Injuſtice that is done in the 
World? That Nero and Caligula did exerciſe 
Kingly Power, is as certain as that any Prince 
upon Earth ever did. From whence I ſhould 
think, fince the Spirit of God expreſly ſaith, 
There is no Power but of God, the Powers that be are 
ordained of God, to aſſert notwithſtanding that 
the Power which they exercis'd was not of God, 
is flatly and roundly to give the Lye to the Ho- 
ly Spirit of God. 


But Mr. Headley is a REASONER, and ſays 


he, «© No Man can truly be ſaid to act by 
« God's Authority, but who hath juſt Power 
“ from God to do what he doth.” I oun it; 
and becauſe I well know that God cannot give 
an unjuſt Power, 7. e. ſuch a Power as it is un- 
juſt for himſelf to uſe, do therefore ſay that the 
ower which Nero and Caligula as Emperours of 
Rome did exerciſe over their Subjects was Juſt 
Tower: Not that they themſelves in all they 
did were blameleſs or unſinful, but the Imperial 
Power which they exercis'd, and that by Au- 
thority from GOD, (none elſe being able to 
give them Authority at all) did throughout 
their Adminiftration juſtifie them againſt their 
Subjects in ſuch manner as that none of them 
could in any poſſible Caſe reſiſt their Power 
without refiſting God. For the Truth of the 
Matter, Mr. 7/oa4lcy, is this, God certainly 
gave them the ſame Freedom of Will that he 
hath given you, to which alone muſt be attribu- 
ted all the Wickedaels, Cruclty, and Injuſtice 
they were guilty of; but if God permitted any 
OY G one 
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one to ſuffer by their Wickedneſs what he ha 
not deſerved at God's Hand, you muſt eithe 
fay that his Omnipotence Itſelt was not able to 
prevent it, or elſe charge God with Injuſtice to 


that Perſon; for in any Ruler to look on and 


permit an Injuſtice which he could with Eaſe 
have prevented, is ſurely unjuſt ; Take which 


of the Two you like heſt, for neither I think wi 


very much become a Man of your Function. 
Since then Almighty God aſſures us there is 
no Power but of EI, the Powers that be are 
ordained of nt, and for that Reaſon he ex- 
petts we ſhould be ſubject to them, on no leſs 
Pain than that of Damnation, let us for the fu- 
ture in Modefty believe Him; for what ſhall we 
get by our Unbelief, but ſuch a Cloud of Dark. 
neſs perhaps in Time as may hinder us when we 
would from diſcerning the true Light? Which 
1 wiſh may not be your Caſe, who ſeem to me ſo 
blinded with the Notion you have got of Kings 
being ſet up by the People, and having no Com- 
miſhon but for the TEMPORAL Good and 
Happineſs of their Subjects, (which like Origi- 
nal Sin ſeems to have been fondled and nurs'd 
up with you) that neither Grace nor Reaſon 
is able to prevail upon you: For does not Rea- 
ſon itſelf tell us that Power is before all Crea- 
tures? And is it not highly reaſonable, that 
every Creature ſhould be ſubject to the Power 
that made it? If then that Power requires our 
Subjection to the viſible Powers on Earth, as to 
thoſe deputed by him to demand and exact our 


Obedience, how can any Man dream of an In- 


dependant Power in himſelf? Is not every 
Man born a Subject to the Prince or States of 
that Country to which he belongs? From 
v-hence then can ariſe this RIGHT of Reſi- 
ftance? Eſpecially in this Nation, where the 
Government hath ever been declared that of 
Monarchy, and the Prince on the Throne hath 

| always 
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always been acknowledg'd by the Stile and Title 
of our DREAD SOVERAIGN; which necet>. 
larily implies, that all Degrees and Orders of 
Men within theſe Her Majeſty's Realms and 
Deminions, are ſubjett and juvordizate to Her 
ſupream Power. The Militia is wholy and ſoly 
in Her, ſo that no ene by the Law can at any 
Time take up Arms but only in Defence of Her 
Majeſty, nor even for that without Leave and 
Authority from Her. Where then is this Right 
of Reſiſtance to be found? Doth not the Oath of 
Allegiance utterly diſown it? And muſt rot the 
Pretence of taking up Arms by the Authority uf 
Her Majeſty againſt Her Perſon, Crown, or Dig- 
nity, be ever exploded as an utter Contradicti- 
on to the Nature of Her Authority and the Et- 
ſence of Her Power? Do the Laws of this Realm 
diſallow all Reſiſtance and Self-defence againſt. 
the leaſt Bailiff or Catchpole in the Land, as 
well when the Action he ſerves is a Sham one as 
when it is true, and that in regard to the Autho- 
rity of Her Majeſty, which in every ſuch Caſe 
is declared to be reſiſted; and can they allow 
it againſt the very Perſon and Power of the 


Queen 2 Muſt not this be acknowledged a So- i 
leeciſme in Law? Again, Can any thing be & 
Law within this Realm but what Her Majeſty 


| hath conſented to, or ſhall hereafter during Her 
Adminiſtration conſent to? Do the Counſels 
and Adviſements of Her Parliament in any 
Caſe amount to a Law without Her Royal Feat? 
How then can it he LAWFULto RESIST Her 
Who is the very Source and Fountain of Power, | Fi 
i 
| 


and Law Ji/cif too, within Her Dominions? 
Nay, I will farther ask, Should $he Herlelt 
Conſent to ſuch a Law whereby the People of 
Zug land, 5. e. every individual without Diftin- 
Gion, in ſome particular Cate whereot them: 
'{ulyes ſhould be Judges when it hapned, fhould 
have Right and full Power to refſt Her, and if 
G2 | they 
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they thought fit dethrone Her, would not ſuch 


a Law be zpſo Facto null, as an utter Contradi- 


ction to the Government and Laws in Being? 
For I would fain know, ſhould the Execution of 
any one Statute at this Day be violently oppo- 
fed and hinder'd by the People, asa Thing in 
itſelf againſt Reaſon and Law, what is able by 
the preſent Conſtitution and Nature of our Go- 
vernment to ſilence the Diſpute, and enforce 
the Execution of that Statute, but the alone 
Power and Soveraignty of Her Majeſty? So 
then the Vigour and Life of our Government is 
not the Law, but the Power of Her Majeſty; 
which having once given Being to the Law, is 
as able in its Nature to preſerve and enforce it, 


ds it was at firſt to make it: From whence | 


thus argue, As àa Man who wilfully deftroys his 
awn Life is Felo de je, ſo a Government which 
by a deliberate Act deſtroys the very Eſſence 
and Power of its own Laws and Being, 1s by as 
fair a Conſtruction of Law a Felo de ſe allo; but 
the Government of England, ſhould it make a 
Law to inveſt a Right in the People, in any one 
Potſtible Caſe whatſoever whereof the People 
ſhould be Judges, to reſiſt and depoſe Her Ma- 
jeftv, would thereby deftroy its own eſſential 
Form and Nature; Ego, the Government of 
Englan{ by making ſuch a Law, would be Felo 
de ſe. | 

Should we then for once ſuppoſe what Mr. 
Hoadle would have us believe, That God's Pro- 
vidence does not intermeddle in the Affairs of 
this World, but that the Government we live 
under is mecrly Human, and the Authority of 
the Queen derived only from Her People for 
the Temporal Good and Happineſs of the Pub- 
lick; it will yet appear by our very Conſtituti— 
on, that Wiſer Heads than Mr. /79041icy, even 
the Law-makers of this Kingdom from the firſt 
Foundation of Monarchy here to this Day, have 
ever 


Faith and Obedience. 53 . 


ever thought an irreſiſtible Coercive Power ne- 
ceſſary and eſſential to the Soveraign; as wiſe- 
ly conſidering that leſs Power could not uphold 
thoſe very Laws, by Vertue of which all or any 
of our Liberties, Properties, or Privileges, are 
made our Right: For which very Reaſon it is 
that at this Day every Man's beft Title to what 
he has, is the Power of Her Majeſty over us; 
for take the Queen's Power away, and the Laws 

are no more than a dead Letter; and can no 

better protect one in the quiet Poſſeſſion of his 
Goods or Eftate againft the Violence of his 
Neighbours, than the Evidence and Purchaſe- 
Deeds that he has in his Study can. Yet this is 
in Truth that happy State Mr. #cadley would 
ſubject us to, notwithſtanding the ſpecious Pre- 
tences with which he has gilded the Pill. Let 
us hear bis Account of Government. 

In his very ſage Conſiderations on the Biſhop 
of Exeter's Sermon, (which HER MAJESTY 
was pleaſed to order His Lordſhip to Print ) 
after many Wranglings and Janglings with His 
Lordſhip, he gives us the following Account of 


the Nature and Original of Government, viz. 


« * This ſeems to me the Truth of the Matter; 
«© Community or Neighbourhood of People 
ce living together, have a Right todefend them- 
<« ſelves againſt Robbers, and Murtherers, and 
* Enemies; which includes ſuch Power over 
them, that they may deſtroy them whenever 
« they, or any of them, meet with them; But 
finding this a State of no regular and eſtabli- 
„ ſhed Security, they reſolve to transfer this 
« Right of Self-defence, or Power over the 
« Lives of their Enemies, to ſome particular 
« Perſons; reſerving, only to themſelves the 
« Exerciſe of Self-defence in thoſe Caſes, in 
« which the Magiſtrate cannot act for their 
Safety. 


* Conſul. un the Bye of Exeter i Sermon, 3. 19. 
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Safety. This is allow'd to particular Perſons 
« in all Civil Governments that are ſetled in 
« caſe of ſudden Attacks, and for the ſame Rea- 
« ſon muſt be allow'd to the Community when 
« the Magiftrate refuſes to guard againſt theſe 
“ Enemies, and much more when he joins with 
« them to bring on Ruin and Deſtruction. This 
« Right to Selt-detence in Caſes in which the 
« Magiftrate cannot defend the particular 
„Members of it, was never given up to him by 
« the Members of the Community; nor was it 
ever ſuppos'd by any to be taken from them 
« by God; and conſequently the Cafe of pub- 
* lick impending Ruin from the Magiftrate 


La 


himſelf being of the Number of theſe, this 
_ © Right of detending the Community in this 


« Cale was never given away by it, or taken 
ce from it by God.” Here the Difficulty of _ 
finding what this Mighty REASONER means, 
is greater than that of Anſwering him when 
once his Intention is found: For Example, if 
ke means that the Community of Great Britain 
being now but one Kingdom under one and the 
ſame Supream Governour, have a Right to de- 
ſend themſelves againſt Robbers, Cc. (i. e.) all 
foreign Invaders, in any undiſtinguiſhed Order 
or Number, according to the Nature and Sud- 


denneſs of the Caſe, notwithſtanding the Forms 


of Law do require that all who take up Arms 
within the Kingdom ſhould firſt have Commiſſi- 
on from Her Majefty ſo to do; if this (I ſay) 
be what he means by a R:gbr of Self-defence in the 
Community, no one I believe in his Wits wall 
gainſay him; ſuch Self-defence as it may be us'd 
and manay'd being perhaps a better Service to 
Her Majefty and the Government, than ſtaying 
for formal Orders and Commiſſions can be. 
Nay, ſhould a King of England (which can 

hardly be ſuppos'd) by any evil Miniſters be 
perſuaded to contract before-hand with an In- 
vader, 
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vader, which might indeed bring on Ruin and 
Deſtruction, Selt-defence againſt the Invader 
were however highly lawful, and the Duty of 
every Subject, becaule to defeat and expel the 
common Enemy 1s every way conſiſtent with the 
End and Deſign of Government, conducing to 
the Safety of the Community by preſerving the 
Power and Authority oftheir Governour, whick 
ſhould the Enemy prevail he muſt in the End 
be deprived of : Such a Preſervation of the 
Soveraign would to Caſuiſts, I belicve, appear 
as Praiſe worthy as it is in the Servants of a 
3 Heir to reſcue their Maſter from the 
Hands of Sharpers who had been too hard for 
him at Play. Hitherto then the People's com- 
bining together under one Supream Governour 
15 rightly anſwered, but how it ſhould be by Re- 
ſifting that Governour JI cannot conceive. Is 
at for the Good of the Community to have a Pi 
Governour ? And can it be for their Good to — 
Reſiſt him too? The King which Jupiter gave 1 
the Frogs, well carved and dreſſed up, might 
ſerve at this Rate for their Governour. But to 
be ſerious, Can the Head of a Community by 
the Help of his own Miniſters and Subjects only 
bring ſuch Ruin and Deftruttion on the Pub- 
lick, as a RIGHT in the People to reſiſt his 
Authority may? If he can, the Uniting under 
Government is vain: If he cannot, Why ſuch. 
Struggle for Reſiſtance? 5 
To he plain, had Mr. Zoadley's Doctrin been 
levelled at Monarchy only, ( which he ſhews a 
| ſufficient Diſlike to by his Sermon preached at 
Hartford Aſſizes March 22, 1707-8, and other his 
Writings) he might have paſſed with ſome for 
a POLITICIAN at leaft, however unhecom- 
ing a CHRISTIAN DIVINE his Zeal for 
Reſiſtance may be; but his Principle of Go- 
vernment being founded altogether on Original 
Contract, and on that Foundation reſerving to 
every 
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every Individual a Right of Self-defence and 
Reſiſtance, be the Form of Government what 
it will, it is plain he is an Enemy to Govern- 
ment in general, notwithſtanding his frequent 
Declamations for Publick Good: For let us 
examin what he means by Publick Good, which 
he frankly tells us in the Preface to his Meaſures 
of Submi{hon page 25, © Publick Good (ſays he) 
© js Publick Good, and not the miſtaken Fancy of 
© pri vate Men, or the miſtaken Judgment of Legi- 
« ſlators or Governours.”” Here it is plain every 
Law that is made we muſt either go to the Pope- 
to determin for us whether it be for Publick 
Good, or elſe try a fair Poll for it among our- 
ſelves, (to which Poll Mr. Hoadley aſſures us o- 
ver and over that every individual Perſon hath 
an equal Right) and then it 1s Ten to One the 
Men of no Property will prove the infallible 
Judges, and by Conſequence whenever Monſieur 
MORKB ſhall think fit to find Fault with the 
Laws and Powers in Being, and can but inſult 
the Perſon of the Prince, ( which we know 1s 
not impoſſible in this Land) they are in courſe 
Soveraign Lords, and have every Man's Houſe 
and Eftate that they fancy in their Power; 
which I cannot but think the moſt miſerable 
Diſcipline a Nation can fall under, and which 
if it pleaſe Almighty God to preſerve us from, 
I will ever acknowledge it to he more owing to 
the Divine Goodneſs and Providence over us, 
than to the Care Mr. Hoadley has been taking 
of the Rights and Liberties of Engliſhmen 
Whether he writes only to amuſe himſelf, or 
has any Meaning at Bottom, I will not pretend 
to determin; but this I thmk may be ſaid, his 
POLITICKS and DIVINITY are of a Size, 
both ſtampt with the ſame Seal, and (united both 
to the Service of that Kingdom where only 
Darkneſs and Confuſion dwell. I love the Eng- 
4% Liberty as well as any Subjett Her Majefty 


has 


r 
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has, and do think it a peculiar Bleffing to this 
Nation that we have fo long enjoy'd it; but 
with Mr. Hoadley's Favour, however he may 
pleaſe to ridicule that jet Do@rin of Slavery as 
he calls St. Paul's Precept, by telling us & that 
« it js not the Cuſtom of Providence miracu- 
« loully to interpoſe in the Defence of a Nation 
© which will not defend itſelf, (againft their 
own Governour he means ) thereby inſinuating 
that the very contending for Paſſive Obedience 
« may in Time provoke the Divine Vengeance 
ce to plague us with that Tyranny and Oppreſſi- 
% on which too many (he ſays) ſeem to pre- 
« fer before Liberty. * Notwithſtanding this, 
I ſay, I muſt believe, by all that I can learn of 
the Attributes of GOD, and the Revelation He 
hath made of Himſelf to Mankind, that He 
may with infinitely more Juſtice ſubje& us and 
our Pofterity to the abſolute deſpotic Will of 
Tyrant after Tyrant for inſiſting on a RIGHT 
of Self-defence and Reſiſtance in ourſelves not- 
withſtanding his Laws, than for patiently ſub- 


mitting, and exhorting others to do the like, in 


Obedience to thoſe Laws: And this I the ra- 
ther believe, becauſe even under the Yoak of 
Oppreſſion and Slavery itſelf, (which in my 


Scheme of Things does never befal any People 


without their own previous Fault and Provoca- 
tion) the Precept of Obedience as urged by St. 
Paul is the kindeſt Declaration of GOD's Self, 
and the greateſt Security a free People can wiſh 
for againſt the Tvrannous Oppreſſive Will of a 
Wicked and Arbitrary Tyrant: For (favs the 
Apoftle ) there i5 no Power but of Go; the Powers 
that be, are ordained of God. What greater Sa- 
tistaction than this can a People profetiing Chri- 
ſtianity deſire? For knowing the Goodnels of 

H GOD 


* Mr, Hoadley? 8 Kees of f Submiſſion, Page 
the 70th. 
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GOD to be infinite, and His. Word eternally 
true, may we not from the many Promiſes made 
us in the Goſpel that al! tbings ſball work together 
for the Good of thoſe who fear Him, may we not 
from hence I ſay fairly conclude, that as GOD 
accepts our Obedience to his Ordinance as to 
Himſelf, ſo he will not long ſuffer any Miniſter 
of his toinvade and uſurp our lawful Rights and 
Liberties, if with true Chriftian Faith and Pa- 
tience we ſubmit as to His Divine Will; which 
I'm willing to hope was the Caſe of this our Na- 
tion in the late happy Revolution. For let Mr. 
Hoadley and his Followers pride themſelves as 
they pleaſe in the Merit and Glory of RESIS- 
TANCE, I muſt ever believe and own that it 
was the Hand of GOD, and not the Arm of Fleſh, 
which wrought us our Deliuerance. 1 

And this I ſhould hope Mr. Hoedley himſelf 
would affent to, did I not find that whatever he 
writes on this bewitching Subject he always be- 
trays a Senſe in himſeY, that the Doctrin he ad- 
vances cannot be maintained without a conſide- 
rable Diſowning the Providence of GOD in the 
World, Befides the many Inſtances already 
quoted I will give you one more, Mr. Hoadley, 
out of your laſt Piece in Defence of Mr. Hooker, 
which indeed 1s as flagrant I think as ever dropt 
from the Pen of Mr. Hobbs, or any deem'd Atheiſt 
of them all in theſe latter Ages of the World ; 
The Words I mean are in themſelves Extraor- 
dinary, and come in the Cloſe of as Extraordi- 
nary a Differtation, whereby you would Lear- 
nedly prove, That in Noah's Time when there 
were none in the World, according to Moſes, 
but himſelf and his Wife, his Three Sons and 
their Wives, there could be no Civil Govern- 
ment, becauſe any of the Sons by Conſent of the 
other Two might govern their Father as Civil 
Magiſtrate, with as much Right as he could 
ha ve fo be the Civil Goyernour over 52 
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(the Votes of the Three Brothers and their 


Wives being more than Noah and his poor Dame 


could pretend to ) which wonderful Diſcovery 
fome Readers pethaps would hardly imagin you 


could have made. But the whole of your De- 


ſign in Confuting (as you call it) the Patriar- 
chal Scheme, being only to eftabliſh your own 
Hypothefis, that the Right of Governing is originally 
from tbe People, what elſe you can mean I will 
leave for once to yourſelf and the Reader. Your 
Words (after Triumphing greatly over all the 
Antediluvian Patriarchs as a Race of poor Mor- 
tals who could not pretend to any Civil Autho- 
rity any more than the youngeſt of their Proge- 
ny) are theſe; * Vith reſpect to the Time be- 
« tween the general Flood and the Diviſion of Nati- 
© ons, I argue thus: The Manner in which God de- 
ce clares to Noah and his Sons that Murther ſhall 
be puniſhed, ſhews that it was no more the peculiar 


AN 


< Buſineſs of Noah to try and puniſh the Murtherer, 
« than it was of any of the reſi of Mankind ; there- 


6 fore ai that Time there was no ſettled Civil Go- 


ce wvernour.” Let any Man make the beſt he 


can of theſe Words, either they are intended 
to prove what I have before ſaid, or they mean 
Nothing at all. The Reaſon you alledge is a 
pleaſant one indeed; © The Words are, ( ſay you} 
« WHOSO SHEDDETH MAN's BLOOD, 
* BY MAN SHAL HIS BLOOD BE SHED, 
& a Manner of Expreſſion the moſt indefinite aud in- 
& determinate poſſible.“ Even as indeterminate 
as THOU in the Decalogue; tor what one ſin- 
gle Perſon in the World does THOU exclude ? 
1 ſhould theretore trom the univerfal Obliga— 
tion of the Ten Commandments rather chuſe 


(according to my Logicks ) to argue, that when 
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the Decalogue was delivered there ſhould ſeem 
to have been no Civil Governour, becauſe there 
is no temporal Puniſhment (for Man to inflict I 
mean) annex'd to any one Commandment: 
But it happens unluckily at the delivering theſe 
Commandments Moſes was Governour by Di- 
vine Inftitution, and at the Time of delivering 
that Precept, o/o ſbeddeth Man's Blood, 4% Man 
ſha!! bis Blood be ſhed, ( which ſhould ſeem to im- 
ply ſome ſort of Civil Government more at leaft 


than 1s neceſſarily implied in any part of the 


Dec2logue) the Executive Power muſt be in 
the Father Noah by Right of Parentage, or de- 
volv'd on One of the Sons by Cod's immediate 
Command, which would give a Divine Right. 
This I think is certain, without God's Interpo- 
ſiton no RIGHT could be given by Vote to a- 
ny of the Sons, much leſs to any of their De- 
ſcendents, to rule over them an1 their Father. 
That they might by Rebellion uſurp ſuch a Po- 
wer, I will not diſpute; and if Mr. 4154{ley had 
only ſaid that it was in Rerum poſſe, tho' not in 
Natura, that the Original of ſome ſorts of Go- 
vernment might be from the People, I would 
no more have gainſaid him, than I wou!d have 
thought myſelf oblig'd to reprove the Pertnels 
of that little Youngſter at Athens, who being but 
Nine Years old boaſted that he was himlelt Go- 


vernour of all that Learned and Populous City; 


wor, ſays the Boy, my Father is undoubted Go- 
vernour of Athens, but my Mother governs my 
Father, and I govern my Mother: So long as 
a RIGHT is not claim'd, I am well enough fa- 
tisfied with the Archneſs of the Boy. But you 


will ſay this is no jeſting Matter, * * Does not 


« the Word MAN in the latter part of the Precept 
ec take in one 5 well anotler? Noah could no 
« more plead an Exemption from being uſed as 4 

| 0 Mur— 
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« Murderer himſelf by Vertue of theſe Words, than 
& the meaneſt of his Deſcendants; for the Word 
« WHOSO in the Beginning of the Sentence, takes 
« HIM in much as any other then in Being; 
« and conſequently if theſe Words ſuppoſe HIM the 
« Civil Magiſtrate to avenge ths Murther commit- 
« ted by crpers, they EQUALLY ſuppoſe others in- 
rveſted with the ſame Power to avenge Murther 
ce ſhould it be committed by HIMSELF.” Juft 
as much as it does the People of a Kingdom or 
Nation at this Day to avenge it on their [t- 
pream Governour. For thou wilt oblige me, 
Thou MIGHTY DISPUTER, wilt thou but 
ſhew me what Blunt this Precept has received 
ſince the Time it was firſt delivered: Has it 
not ftill the fame Keeneſs? Or was it but a 
temporal Law? If the Law be perpetual (which 
you will not I fancy deny) it proves no more 
_ that Noah was not ſupream Civil Governour 

when it was given, than it does that the Queen 
is not ſo now in theſe Her Majeſty's Realms 
and Dominions; which muſt needs be a very 
unkind Thing for you to put upon Her Majeſty, 
afterall the FINE Compliments you have made 
Her. But conſider, the Law you yourſelf muſt 
own as delivered by GOD was deſigned to be 
binding; and if there was no Civil Govern— 


ment, then whenever any ſingle Perſon tran(- 


* 


greſs'd the Law by ſhedding his Neighbour's 


Blood, every ſurviving Perſon (as you lay) was 
equally oblig'd to ſlay the Blood-ſhedder, and 
by Conſequence he that was firſt adviſed of the 
Fact we may rcaſonably ſuppoſe in Obedience 
to the Law would be the Executioner; and no 
ſuch Thing as Civil Government being yet in- 
ſtituted, and by Conſequence no one having 
Right of judging how the Party ſla in came b 


his Death it being plain that his Blood was ſhed, 


he who ſhed the Shedders Blood muſt have his 
Blood ſhed too, and fo on as long as One re- 
mained 
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mained to put in Execution the Law. Poor 
unhappy Race of Pines! ſubject to all the Fury 
and Storms of Satan without and their own viti- 
ous Humors within, How ſhould they long con- 
tinue on theſe Terms? When the Malice of 
any one by ſhedding his Neighbour's Sap was a- 
ble to draw after him the whole Plantation, 
which by the expreſs Command of their Planter 
(as ſome will have it) were oblig'd upon the 
Fall of any among them to tip down each other 
like Nine-pins: But who can help it, when a 
Man of Mr. /zoadley's Authority aſſures us there 
was no ſuch Thing as Civil Government during 
Noab's Time? (having found I ſuppoſe ſome ſe- 
cret Hiſtory of the Want of Senſe and Reaſon 
in that Poſtdiluvian Patriarch and his Deſcen- 
dents) * For, ſays he, the Eſtabliſhment of Ci- 
vil Government properly ſo called, appears to have 
« been left by Almighty God, as were other Things 
« NECESSARY TO THE WELL-BEING 
© OF MANKIND, to be the Reſult of Reaſon, 
„ Wiſdom, and Deliberation; (human he means 
«<< by what follows) GREAT INDEED 
* WOULD HAVE BEEN THE HAPPI- 
_< NESS, IF GOD HIMSELF HAD SEEN 
« FIT TO INTERPOSE AND REGU- 
* LATE THIS MATTER BY THE PRIN- 
„ CIPLES OF PERFECT AND UNER- 
*© RING WISDOM; AND GREAT LIKE- 
*« WISE HAD BEEN THE HAPPINESS, 
© IF INSEVERAL OTHER INSTANCES 
« IT HAD PLEASED HIM TO INTER- 
EST HIMSELF IN THE CONCERNS 
« OF THIS LIFE; BUT ALAS! THESE 
% ARE BUT WISHES.” Theſe are the 
Words I mean, Mr. Hoadley, which ſmell in my 


Noftril as rank of Infidelity, as any I think I 
have met with. 5 


Were 


* Mr, Hoadley's Defence of Nr. Hooker, p. 154. 
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Were you called by the Holy Ghoſt to recon- 
cile Men to God by the Goſpel of Chriſt? And 
is this your Way of doing it? Thou blind Lea- 
der! Who can poſſibly follow Thee, and hope 
to eſcape the Pit of Perdition ? It was ſaid by 
our Saviour, They bave Moſes and the Prophets; if 
tbey hear not them, neither will they be perſuaded tho? 
one roſe from the Dead: But Thou haſt more- 
over Chriſt and his Apoſtles to aſſure Thee that 
GOD doth rule in every Corner of the Earth, 
and that in ſo exact a manner, ſays our Saviour, 
as not one Hair can fall from thy Head, nor a Spar- 
row to the Ground, but He knows it: So entirely 
does he rule in the Kingdoms of the Earth, that 
St. Paul aſſures us there is no Power but of God, the 
Powers that be are ordained of God; notwithſtan- 
ding all which ſays Mr. Zoadley, © Great indeed 
“ would have been the Happineſs, if GOD Himſelf 
c bad ſeen fit to interpoſe and regulate this Matter 
« by tbe Principles of perfect and unerring Wiſdom 
« and great ewe had been the Happineſs, if in 
« ſeveral other Inſtances it bad pleaſed Him to inter- 
« es. Himſelf in the Concerns of this Life; but a- 
« 145! theſe are but Wiſhes.” Let any one judge, 
what is likely now to convince Mr. Hoadley that 


GOD?s Providence is over all bis Works? And till 


be be convinc'd of ſuch an important Truth, 
Can he be fit to teach Mankind Fazth in Chris 
and Obedience towards God ? Would not any Man 
laugh to hear him declaim on any ſuch Topic? 
The Doctor, ſays one, has preached very well 


to Day, and has offered very good Arguments 


for our hearing patiently our Afflictions, and 
putting our Truſt in God; He's a very inge- 
nious Man, ſays another, *tis Pity he does not 
Believe himſelf; But that, ſays a Third, he 


cannot, which I muſt confeſs ſtaggers me; for 


in Reaſon and Philoſophy I muſt own I am of 
Opinion with that wiſe Heathen Emperour 
| | ; Marcus 
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Marcus Aurelius Antonius, * Jf, ſays he, there are 
no Gods, or they tate no Care of is Mortals, why 
then I mus} tell you that a World without either Gods 
or Providence is not worth a Man's while to live in; 
But thatGods there are, aud ſuch as concern themſelves 
In the Affairs of us Mortals, is out of Diſpute, Be- 
hold here, Mr. #oadley, the very laſt Remedy, 
that which Dives beg'd for his Brethren, I have 
procur'd for Tou; a Heathen is here riſen from 
the Dead to convince you; If this will not do, 
I hepe for the future neither your ſelf nor any 
of my Readers will blame Me. 

Should you ſtrive to evade the Charge of In- 
fidelity by any ſubſequent Words, as for Inſtance, 
« God's Deſign in placing us in this State, was 
« not that we might find Happineſs and Stabili- 
« ty here below” you muſt (to do any good) 
at leaft acknowledge, that God's Commithon to 
earthly Governours is not always for the Tenmo- 
ral Good and Happineſs of the People; which 
ſhould you admit, you know not what you do; 
for on this ſingle Pillar, ( viz. ) That the SOLE 
End and Den that God inſtitutes Kings for is the 
TEMPORAL Cod and Happineſs of the People, 
ſtands all the vaſt Tower of your Babel Doctrin. 
Take heed therefore thou Sampſon how thou re- 
mov'ſt that Pillar. Has thy Dalilab then fo 
treacherouſly us'd thee ? Arile from her Arms, 
and pray to God that thy Locks of true Fatth and 
Obediencs to him may growagain, as moſt ſincere- 
ly wiſheth 


Your Friend, 


Norwich, Dec. 1, A P 
. . 


1709. 
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Poſtſcript. 
WF any be offended at the METHOD I 
have taken to confute Mr. Hoadley, and 
ſhall think Themſelves touch'd as well as 
HIM with the Charge here contained of Infide- 
lity, Cas ſome may poſſibly do) let them ſeri- 
oully conſider whether what I have ſaid as Mat- 
ter and Occaſion offered be not juſt. I am not 
ſo raſh as to aſſert or think that all who hold a 
Right of Self-defence and Reſiſtance are down- 
right Infidels, but do earneſtly entreat all thoſe 
who defend ſuch a Principle with no better Ar- 
guments than what I here ſhew Mr, Zoadley has 
made uſe of, to reflect with themſelves what 
Ground they can have as Chriſtians to depend 
on. 
I muſt freely own I have always entertained a 
more charitable Opinion concerning Mr. Hoad- 
ley, than to think he is really in his Heart an 
Unbeliever ; and am willing to hope, that what 
thro? Prejudice of Education, or Fondnels of an 
Opinion too unwarily receiv'd, he has hitherto 
embrac'd for Truth and good Reaſoning, he will 
one Day or other as publickly renounce 3 and 
then I am confident from what He Himſelt 
has profeſt, and that good Diſpoſition which 
ſome other of his Writings do ſhey to be in him, 
that he will forgive the harſheſt Expreſſions I 
have here uſed, as flowing not from any IIl-will 
to him, but an hearry Deteſtation of the Doctrin 
he has advanced. 


+ 2 As 


66 Faith and Obedience. 
As to thoſe who inſiſt on the Revolution To- 
pic, and ſhall urge in the DOC TOR's Aceu- 
ters Words that in what I have ſaid I ſuggeſi and 
maintain that the NECESSARY Means uſed 10 
bring about the ſaid happy Revolution were odious and 
un juſtiſiable, to them I anſwer, 1ſt, I never un- 
derftood by the Prince's Declaration or any 
thing that was doing, till the King had abdica- 
ted, that a Revolution was intended; If there 
be any who had premeditated ſuch a Thing, 
and took Arms againſt the King with ſo prepenſe 
a Malice, it is Pity their Merits ſhould be con- 
cealed; tho' I muſt tell them, if any ſuch there 
be, that they who could adviſedly contrive and 
on ſet purpoſe act towards Dethroning one 
King, have not the beft Security to give that 
they will not firſt or laſt do the ſame by his Suc- 
ceſſor. But 2dly, Suppoling theſe Gentlemen 
did know that the Prince (which yet I cannot 
believe) did principally aim at the very Revo- 
lution which ſucceeded, and ſuppoſing they as 
heartily wiſh'd it themſelves, yet till I ſay Re- 
ſiſtance in them was by no means Neceſſary, Tho' 
the Forces which the Prince of Orange brought 
over were humanly ſpeaking too ſmall to con- 
quer us, they were yet ſufficient with the * Ju- 
ſtice of their Cauſe, and that Hand of Provi- 


dence 


* For the Prince being convinced in his Mind ( as 
by his Declaration he was) that the pretended Prince 
of Wales ma an Impoſtor, contrived and ſet up on 
purpoſe to defeat his Royal Conſort and all other Prote- 
ſtaut Princes of their Right of Succeeding 10 the 
Throne of theſe Kingdoms, might with Juſtice, no 
Doubt, demand of King James a Free Parliament, 
and by Force of Arms, or whatever Princely Means 
he thought fit, procure an imparital and fair Exami- 
nation of the Matter, and à Settlement of the Crown 
atrcordenglys Nor could any Proteſtant Sub ject be o- 
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dence which apparently led them, to have 
wrought our Deliverance, tho' no one among us 
had forfeited his Allegiance. 

Whether any or who were guilty of Sin in 
what at that Time was tranſacted, is neither for 
me nor Mr. Hoadley to determin, but muſt be 
reſerv'd to the Searcher of Hearts, Who alone 
can diſcern the true Thoughts and Intentions of 
Men; only this I will ſay, that Reſiſtance being 
forbid by the Expreſs WORD OF GOD, and 
the Laws of this Land, if any were lo wild to 
betake themſclves to THAT on Pretence of a 
RIGHT ſo to do, they by ſuch a Pretence ſeem 
to me to diſown both THAT WORD and the 
Laws we live under, and can therefore not well 
be juftified by either ſo long as they defend and 
maintain ſuch a PRINCIPLE ; which I would 
deſire Mr. HZoc4lzy to conſider: And when he 
has ſeriouſly and calmly revis'd that Rhetorical 
Harangue at the End of his Conſiderations on 
the Biſhop of Exeter's Sermons, which he has 
thought fit to publiſh in Defence and Praiſe of 
RESISTANCE, let him tell the World if he 
has not there acted much more the part of ſome 
Pagan Orator, than of a Diſciple and Miniſter 
of Chriſt; by giving as he does to an * Idol of 
Fools, that. Glory and Honour which none bus 
the ONLY TRUE GOD can deſerve. 

I have yet one Thing more to add, that I may 
not be miſunderſtood ; Some may poſſibly tell 
AY : me, 


blig'd at that Time 10 take Arms againſt him, ſo 
long as be inſiſted on nothing elſe but what every good 
Engliſhman wiſb'd for, and as @ Crowned Head be 
kad Right to demand: From whence may appear, 
that had this late Principle of Reſiſtance been utterly 
unknown at that Time, the Event had ſtill proved 
what it did, a Wonderful and Glorious Revolutions 


* The Principle and Merits of Reſiſtance, 
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68 Faith aud Obedience. 
me, in a limited Monarchy as this is to allow an 
irrefiftible Power in the Queen, is in Time to 


ſet up Prerogative above Lw. and thereby de. 
ſtroy our moſt excellent Conſtitution z in An- 


fwer to which, I declare I mean no ſuch Thing; 


my Deſign being only to vindicate the Prero- 
gat ive as now 'tis by Law, and the Laws as 
Prerogative has made them: That Reſiſtance 
therefore which I condemn is not a Withſtan- 
_ ding the unwarrantable Will or Command of an 
unjuſt Arbitrary Ruler, in ſuch Caſes and Man- 
ner as the known Limiration of Prerogative and 
the Laws of the Land do allow, but ſuch only as 
Nr. Hoadley and his Followers have founded on 
a Natural Right in the People, whereby, if they 
think it needful, they may call Her Majeſty to 
Account, and if they pleaſe Dethrone * HER. 
Such a Principle as this I ſay, beſides that 'tis 
utterly diſowned by ſeveral Acts of Parliament, 
is in the very Nature of the thing an Abſurdity, 
being ſo far from ſecuring our happy Conſtitu- 
tion, that it is the SHORT WAY to deſtroy it. 


* Which Tenet abſurd as it 15, all who uſt: e bur 
late Revolution by a Principle and Right of Reſiſtance 
muſt implicith bold. hs 


FINIS. 


